
Understanding Reading Instruction at Ellis

“Everyone has heard the proverb: practice makes perfect. 

In learning to read it is true that reading practice—just reading—

is a powerful contributor to the development of accurate, 

fluent, high-comprehension reading” 

(What Really Matters for Struggling Readers: Designing Research-Based Programs 

by Richard L. Allington, 2006)*.
A Balanced Literacy Program
A balanced literacy program is not a program full of eye-catching materials that can be packaged into a box and sold to schools across the country.  A balanced literacy program is a philosophy of teaching based on current research of best teaching practices.  It is based on the understanding that children are different from year to year in a variety of ways and that expecting any single method, material, or program to work equally well with every kid in every classroom is unrealistic.  
At Ellis, we believe that each child is a unique individual with his/her own set of strengths and needs in the areas of literacy and language development.  Using a comprehensive, balanced literacy approach to reading and writing instruction allows each teacher to cater their teaching to the individual needs of each child.  Our high expectations foster their self-confidence, encourage their success, and enable them to achieve high goals.
________________________________________________________________
The components of a balanced literacy model include, but are not limited to:

· Readers’ Workshop (including targeted focus lessons, independent reading, shared reading and guided reading) 

· Writers’ Workshop (including independent and shared writing) 

· Daily Interactive Read-Aloud 

· Phonics & Word Study 

· Reading Across the Curriculum 
*For a list of research to support comprehensive, balanced literacy instruction, contact Ms. Ouellet

Understanding the Language of Balanced Literacy Instruction

*The following information has been taken from Guiding Readers and Writers: Teaching Comprehension, Genre, and Content Literacy by Irene Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell (2001)

Reader’s Workshop

A Reading Workshop has come to be thought of as an organized set of language and literacy experiences designed to help students become more effective readers.  The Reader’s Workshop model includes:

· A focus lesson or a mini-lesson (for example: Today we are going to practice how to read more fluently by reading with intonation and expression).
· The teacher then models reading with intonation and expression using a read-aloud book.

· Independent reading- The students grab their “just-right” books and read quietly for extended periods of time in order to practice their fluency, as well as enjoy reading a book of their choice at their “just-right” level.  A “just-right” book is a book that is chosen by the student (with guidance from the teacher) that is not too easy and not too hard for the student to read by themselves.

· Conferencing or Conferring- A reading conference is a genuine conversation between teacher and student that enables the teacher to understand each student’s reading process.  It is also a time when teachers can provide powerful, customized instruction that will help the individual student refine and extend his/her reading competence.

Writer’s Workshop

*The Writer’s Workshop is set-up the same as the reader’s workshop, except that students and teachers will be working on writing goals instead of reading.
Word Study/Phonics

The main goal of the word study portion of a balanced literacy program is learning the meaning and structure of words and investigating the conventions and forms of written language.  Word study is ‘also known as’: vocabulary, spelling, phonics, handwriting, editing, etc. and is studied in many ways throughout the building.

Grade Level Expectations & State Frameworks

The reader’s & writer’s workshop is designed in such a way that it is unique to each grade level and/or teacher.  Teachers at Ellis have been trained to understand the New Hampshire state standards and to customize their teaching to meet all of the Grade Level Expectations.  If you’d like to see the grade level expectations, visit: www.nheon.com
More Information
If you’d like more information about the reading & writing program at Ellis, please contact Ms. Ouellet at jouellet@sau83.org or at extension 124.  

