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FREMONT SCHOOL DISTRICT

School Board Meeting

January 29, 2008

6:00 P.M.

School Administrative Unit #83

Blackrocks Village

5 Hall Road, Unit 1

Fremont, NH 03044
I. 
CALL TO ORDER

Vice Chairwoman Peg Pinkham called the January 29, 2008 meeting of the Fremont School Board to order at 6:07 pm at the School Administrative Unit #83, Blackrocks Village, 5 Hall Road, Unit 1, Fremont, NH 03044.
II. 
ROLL CALL

Present were Chairman Jeff Rowell (entering at 7:10 pm), Vice Chairwoman Peg Pinkham, Christine Kenneway, Marian Guidoboni, Deborah Genthner, Superintendent Normand Tanguay, Financial Administrator Annmarie Scribner and Sonja Gonzales.

III.
WORKSESSION: WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT AND RESTRUCTURING


Mr. Tanguay noted that Christine had made some good updates to the Ellis School website.

The School Board viewed various award winning school websites and certain colors, templates, and content were discussed. The School Board favored a website (Olathe) which used red, white and blue colors and another website (Longwood Central School District) which had photos and effective teacher sites. The School Board preferred having a drop-down menu on the side of the website pages rather than along the top as they are placed now.

The School Board reviewed the Ellis school website. Ms. Scribner asked if the Public Hearing notice could be put on the site and Ms. Kenneway said she could do that. Ms. Kenneway noted that School Board Policies and staff sites would need to be updated as well.

Ms. Pinkham asked how many other pieces of online information teachers needed to provide the school. Ms. Scribner said that it was not “set in stone.” Ms. Gonzales showed how teacher Susan Pipitone made PDF sheets available to her class on her website. These would be forms that were also handed out to students to bring home. Ms. Gonzales noted that some teachers also use the Moodle website where students use passwords to work confidentially online.

The lunch calendar looked good and it was mentioned that Kathy Richard from Food Services updates that (posts to the site.)

Mr. Rowell asked if there was a policy for teachers now with guidelines as to what they could do online. Ms. Gonzales replied that there was a procedure but not a policy. She said that the staff handbooks report what can go on the website. Mr. Rowell clarified that the School Board had no policy about website content. Ms. Pinkham favored having a general template to help teachers who are not as creative as others.

Mr. Tanguay mentioned that they had a person in mind to help with web design and that the fee would be $20/hr. Ms. Pinkham said that she would give Mr. Tanguay information on Altos, a company with which her company was familiar, as a backup.

Mr. Rowell suggested that Ms. Gonzales meet with the web designer to know how updates could be done in the future.

Ms. Gonzales mentioned that she would be looking at a top web editing software called Joomla which would be free and would allow redesign of the school website by importing a lot of the content currently on there. She said that updates to the design could be done using Dreamweaver, etc, with templates but streaming video could only be done using a different interface. Streaming video could be done in Joomla.

Ms. Gonzales said that Power School and Ed Line allows teachers to put grades online. She would find out if Web to School has a web component for posting grades. She said that teachers do this for progress reports and at semester end. She said that some districts do reporting online and it would be beneficial to find out if Fremont would like to as well. Ms. Genthner favored having online reporting but offering paper copies of reports as well. Ms. Guidoboni suggested that parents be asked in the beginning of the year if they would prefer getting paper copies of the reports or online, or both.

Ms. Pinkham noted that there were free resources at the library for parents without computers. She said that she was having a few computer systems donated to the Town Hall for public use as well.

Ms. Gonzales said that Joomla allows for rss feeds (which report when something changes.) Ms. Scribner wanted to find out if Web to School does rss feeds too.

Ms. Pinkham wanted to get some pricing regarding web site editing, noting that the site has already been improved nicely. Ms. Gonzales said that there would still need to be some web design work done if Joomla was used unless exact templates were used, which was not favorable, therefore, a web designer would need to be hired.

Ms. Guidoboni wondered if a local high school or college could be contacted about work study programs or internship students who could help with Ellis’ website design. Ms. Kenneway said that students should be above board so that unfavorable data was not imbedded in the site or something to that effect. Ms. Pinkham said that NH Tech has an intern program.

Mr. Tanguay mentioned the possibility of having sponsors advertise on the Ellis website and that those funds could help pay for the web design work.

Ms. Guidoboni felt that it would be important to add a page to the website explaining how meetings are done in NH regarding the voting process and Ms. Genthner added that information on the procedure of calling for a vote, etc. would be helpful too. Mr. Rowell said that there were RSAs on this.

Ms. Pinkham liked having student’s work on the website as well as photos of events. She also favored having a page entitled “School Board Bulletin.”

Ms. Kenneway suggested having links to handout references online. Ms. Genthner thought that there should be information online as to how to “navigate” through Ellis school (what appropriate people should parents talk to and when.)

Ms. Guidoboni suggested that the School Board think of lists of items to add to the website and bring them to the next meeting.

IV.
NON-PUBLIC SESSION: RSA 91 – A: 3 II (b), (c) and RSA 91 – A: 2I (b)

Marian Guidoboni motioned to enter non-public session at 8:33 pm per RSA 91 – A: 3 II (b), (c) and RSA 91 – A: 2I (b). Peg Pinkham seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously; 5-0. Roll call was taken.
V.
RETURN TO GENERAL SESSION

Peg Pinkham motioned to return to general session at 8:50 pm. Christine Kenneway seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously; 5-0. Roll call was taken.

Peg Pinkham motioned to support a challenge to the actions of the NH Retirement System in finding additional employee Benefit by increasing employer contribution rates.” Deb Genthner seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously; 5-0.
VI.
ADJOURNMENT

At 9:00 pm, Deborah Genthner motioned to adjourn. Marian Guidoboni seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously; 5-0.
Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Perry

School Board Secretary
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