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FREMONT SCHOOL DISTRICT

School Board Meeting

October 9, 2007

7:00 P.M.

School Administrative Unit #83

Blackrocks Village

5 Hall Road, Unit 1

Fremont, NH 03044
I. 
CALL TO ORDER

Vice Chairwoman Peg Pinkham called the October 9, 2007 meeting of the Fremont School Board to order at 7:03 pm at the School Administrative Unit #83, Blackrocks Village, 5 Hall Road, Unit 1, Fremont, NH 03044.
II. 
ROLL CALL

Present were Vice Chairwoman Peg Pinkham, Christine Kenneway, Marian Guidoboni, Deborah Genthner, Middle School Principal Kelli Killen, Superintendent Normand Tanguay. Financial Administrator Annmarie Scribner arrived at 7:15 pm. Elementary School Principal Dawn Lewis arrived at 8:05 pm. Chairman Jeff Rowell was absent.

Members of the public in attendance included: Reese Bassett (Juvenile Officer, Fremont Police Department), Ida Keane, Sherri Ficker, Mary Hale, Nancy Bernhardt, Kara Maslowski and Kathleen Bailey of the Rockingham News.

III. AGENDA REVISIONS

Informational Item B (2008 Annual Meeting and Election Calendar) was tabled.

Reese Bassett, Juvenile Officer of the Fremont Police Department, requested the favor of the Fremont School Board to be made Truancy Officer. This position would allow him to be a representative of the District in court and at people’s homes. He said that the appointment has to be redone each year but has not been done in 15 years. Mr. Tanguay said that he will work out the details and bring this to the next School Board meeting.

IV. PRESENTATION: SCHOOL NURSE ANNUAL REPORT FY07

Maura Milner, Ellis School Nurse, gave a PowerPoint presentation advocating for school nurses

BASICS: all nurses learn

Nursing process

Assessment

Nursing diagnosis

Planning

Implementation

Evaluation

GOALS OF SCHOOL NURSING:

Well being of each student

Advocates for students with health concerns

Academic success

Safety teaching

Case management

Collaboration

IDEAL NURSE TO STUDENT RATIO

750:1 given no health issues

at Ellis = 544:1

this includes students with diabetes, etc.

MANAGEMENT

IHP: Individual Health Care Plans

Immunization requirements

Physical exam forms

Emergency management planning

Liaison to home, school health care providers and community

Coordinates health care for students at school

Organizes flu clinic for staff

EDUCATOR/COUNSELOR

Interprets health needs

Advocates wellness

Provides information for families

Workshops for staff

Counsels students with health issues

Classroom resource on helath topics

Educate on self management of health

IDEA

Individuals with Disabilities Educational Act, 1990

Every school has potential for very medically compromised students in school system

School nurses are a vital “related svc” under IDEA

FUTURE GOALS

Create school health advisory

Development of policy/procedures for health office related to medical issues in school

Hire a pediatrician as a school physician consultant

Offer better pay for school nurse subs

Rationale: nurse is a specialist and should be recognized (pay) for specialty

Hire a p/t nurse (achieved already)

PERSONAL THOUGHTS/GOALS

Loves working at Ellis, has lots of support

Feel she has more to offer but no time

Need for parent teaching re. health issues (via newsletters and webpage)

Would like to offer CPR to older students and staff

Have an annual health fair for whole school

Would like more community involvement (via PTA)

Ms. Milner became certified as a school nurse this summer 2007

V.     APPROVAL OF MINUTES


September 25, 2007

Motion made by Christine Kenneway to approve the September 25, 2007 public meeting minutes as amended. Deborah Genthner seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously; 4-0. Peg Pinkham abstained.
V. PRESENTATION: STANDARD BASED REPORTING SYSTEM

Kelli Killen gave a presentation on the Standards Based Reporting System.

HISTORY OF GRADES:

Prior to late 1700s, teachers did not give grades, only narrative comments as feedback.

In 1780, Yale University began using a 4-point scale for grading. Over time, universities shifted to more quantitative grading procedures. In 1830, Harvard University began the first numerical scale divided into 6 divisions. In 1897, Mount Holyoke began the system of grades A to F. Researchers on grading include Thomas Guskey and Alfie Kohn, who purport the significance of scientific-research based grading practices.

Today, specific feedback is most significant to improve student learning. Grading is used to enhance, not hinder, teaching and learning. The curriculum are the GLEs. Textbooks are no longer the curriculum; they serve as resources to learning.

The purpose of a reporting system is “to provide more detailed feedback to the student and parents regarding the progress a student is making towards specific areas of the NH GLEs.”

Levels of Learning are:

E. Exceeds Expectation

M. Meets Expectation (goal for all students)

A. Approaching Expectation

B. Below Expectation

S. Significantly Below Expectation

NA.
Standard Not Addressed At This Time

The Everyday Math and Chicago Math systems already practice these levels of learning.

Progress Reports have an added behavior report. There will be a letter included  with the progress reports from Ms. Killen as well as guides and a feedback forms for parent input. Ms. Killen said that it is important for parents to know all the aspects of how their children are learning. She clarified that this is a pilot program but that all teachers have volunteered to participate in it.

Ms. Pinkham asked what is being done at the elementary level. Ms. Killen said that report cards for grades K-2 remain standards-based but that grades 3 and 4 will need to shift to a standards-based format.

Ms. Kenneway questioned the use of the word “expectation” if it is stated that it is not expected for a childe to meet expectation. She asked how one sees progress. Ms. Killen replied that, ideally, teachers would like to report to parents more often and send home progress reports when units are completed. Ms. Guidoboni agreed saying that, as a parent, she would like to get this information at the end of each unit.

Ms. Kenneway asked about teachers who would not want to do this. Ms. Killen said that there would be a “minimum” amount of reporting that teachers would have to give.

VI. BOARD, SUPERINTENDENT COMMUNICATIONS

Mr. Tanguay mentioned a letter by FEA to Ms. Killen and Ms. Lewis praising the mapping training.

VII. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

A. PRINCIPAL’S REPORTS

Highlights of the report by both principals include:

· Staff Development day October 5, 2007

· Middle School: NWEA and NECAP testing during first 2 weeks of October 2007

· Gold Card Status: grade 5 (94%); grade 6 (96%); grade 7 (100%); grade 8 (81%)

· Elementary students received Passports.

· First Parent Leadership Council meeting: October 23, 2007, 6 pm, at Ellis

Mr. Brown’s Building Report for October 2, 2007 was supplied with tonight’s agenda.

B. 2008 ANNUAL MEETING AND ELECTION CALENDAR: tabled

C. VOLUNTEER ENERGY COMMITTEE

Ms. Lewis represented the Fremont District on Tuesday, October 9, 2007. The next meeting will be on December 4, 2007. The Volunteer Energy Committee will collect fuel/water usage data. 

Ms. Pinkham said that it would be good to report on what Fremont is doing regarding energy savings. She asked if the Conservation Commission has been approached to help sponsor educational information. Ms. Lewis said that Carol Foley has been in contact and there is talk about having an energy fair at school.

Ms. Kenneway suggested having students on the Volunteer Energy Committee and Ms. Lewis agreed that students could help compile data, etc.

D. SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. TOWN CABLE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Ms. Pinkham made mention to the School Board that a school employee was approached regarding missing equipment and that the accuser was interviewed by the police.

2. BUDGET COMMITTEE

Ms. Pinkham reported that the D.R.A. supported the wording of Article 4 so there is no change to the budget. Article 4 is not being challenged by the Budget Committee.

3. FREMONT REGIONAL COOPERATIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE

Ms. Kenneway said there was nothing to report but she requested that the committee be called Fremont Cooperative Planning Committee in the future.

4. LONG RANGE FACILITIES PLANNING COMMITTEE

The Long Range Facilities Planning Committee met on October 3, 2007 at Ellis. Kevin Hermann was voted as Chairperson. The new NESDEC Report was reviewed. The next meeting will be on October 17, 2007 at 6pm at Ellis. People will look at past reports viewed by the Town and bring ideas as to deciding how to move forward. Short term ideas for School Board review include looking at space above the fire station or using the library.

VIII. PUBLIC INPUT: none

IX. ACTION ITEMS

A. MANIFESTS #5 & #6

Motion made by Deborah Genthner to approve Manifests #5 and #6, dated October 9, 2007 for the total amount of $327,610.67. Christine Kenneway seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously; 4-0. Jeff Rowell was absent from tonight’s meeting.
B. SAFETY PLAN

Motion made by Christine Kenneway to approve the Saftey Plan to include recommendations from legal counsel. Marian Guidoboni seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously, 4-0. Jeff Rowell was absent from tonight’s meeting.

X. OTHER BUSINESS

Ms. Pinkham asked if there was any progress on the athletic participation policy. The School Board will address this at the next meeting.

Ms. Kenneway asked if the School Board can get the population number by grade on a monthly basis. Mr. Tanguay replied that this could be done.

XI. FUTURE AND FOLLOW UP AGENDA ITEMS

Adult Education Program





TBD

Board Policies






Ongoing

Long-Range Facilities Planning Committee (NESDEC)
Ongoing

Budget FY09 – School Board Work Session


October 23, 2007, 6pm

2008 Annual Meeting and Election Calendar


December 8, 2007 was suggested for a full-day presentation regarding the FY09 Budget.


XII. NONPUBLIC SESSION: RSA 91 – A : 3 II (c) , (d) , and 91 – A : 2 I (b)

Peg Pinkham moved to enter non-public session at 8:45 pm. Christine Kenneway seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously; 4-0. Roll call was taken. Jeff Rowell was absent from tonight’s meeting.

XIII. RETURN TO GENERAL SESSION

Deborah Genthner motioned to come out of non-public session at 9:45 pm. Marian Guidoboni seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously; 4-0. Roll call was taken. Jeff Rowell was absent from tonight’s meeting.

Motion made by Deborah Genthner to approve the nonpublic minutes of September 21, 2007, with the amendment that the minutes show that Marian Guidoboni was absent at that meeting. Christine Kenneway seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously, 2-0. Abstensions from Marian Guidoboni, Peg Pinkham and Jeff Rowell.

XIV. NEXT MEETING: TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2007

XV. ADJOURNMENT

At  9:48 pm, Deb Genthner motioned to adjourn. Christine Kenneway seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously; 4-0. Jeff Rowell was absent from tonight’s meeting.
Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Perry

School Board Secretary
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