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FREMONT SCHOOL DISTRICT

School Board Meeting

March 25, 2008

6:30 P.M.

School Administrative Unit #83

Blackrocks Village

5 Hall Road, Unit 1

Fremont, NH 03044
I. 
CALL TO ORDER

Superintendent Normand Tanguay called the March 25, 2008 meeting of the Fremont School Board to order at 6:30 pm at the School Administrative Unit #83, Blackrocks Village, 5 Hall Road, Unit 1, Fremont, NH 03044.
II. 
ROLL CALL

Present were Jeff Rowell, Peg Pinkham, Marian Guidoboni, Deb Genthner (arriving at 6:50 PM), Christine Kenneway, Superintendent Normand Tanguay, Financial Administrator Annmarie Scribner, Middle School Principal Kelli Killen, and Elementary School Principal Dawn Lewis.

Members of the public included Kathleen Bailey, Cathy Herrmann, Sherri Ficker, Ida Keane, Gail Miller and Jackie Fenderson.

III. SCHOOL BOARD REORGANIZATION

Peg Pinkham motioned to nominate Jeff Rowell as School Board Chairman. Christine Kenneway seconded the motion. Motion passed 3-0. Deb Genthner was not yet at the meeting and Jeff Rowell abstained from voting.

Marian Guidoboni motioned to nominate Peg Pinkham as School Board Vice Chairwoman. Christine Kenneway seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously; 3-0. Peg Pinkham abstained from voting and Deb Genthner was not yet at the meeting.

Christine Kenneway motioned to nominate Susan Perry as School Board Secretary. Marian Guidoboni seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously; 4-0. Deb Genthner was not yet at the meeting.

Peg Pinkham motioned to nominate Christine Kenneway as School Board Representative to the Budget Committee. Marian Guidoboni seconded the motion. Motion passed 4-0. Deb Genthner was not yet at the meeting.

Christine Kenneway motioned to nominate Peg Pinkham as School Board Representative to the Cooperative Planning Committee. Marian Guidoboni seconded the motion. Motion passed 3-0. Peg Pinkham abstained from voting and Deb Genthner was not yet at the meeting.

THE REMAINDER OF THE REORGANIZATION WAS DONE WHEN DEB GENTHNER ARRIVED AT 6:50 PM

Peg Pinkham motioned to nominate Marian Guidoboni as School Board Representative to the Long-Range Facilities Planning Committee. Deb Genthner seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously, 5-0.

Christine Kenneway motioned to nominate Deb Genthner as School Board Reviewer/Approval of the Manifest. Marian Guidoboni seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously; 5-0.

Christine Kenneway motioned to nominate Deb Genthner as School Board Representative to the Master Staff Development Plan Committee. Marian Guidoboni seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously; 5-0.

Christine Kenneway motioned to nominate Peg Pinkham as School Board Representative to the NH School Board Association. Marian Guidoboni seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously; 4-0. Peg Pinkham abstained from voting.

Marian Guidoboni motioned to nominate Peg Pinkham as School Board Representative to the Parent Leadership Committee. Christine Kenneway seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously; 5-0.

Peg Pinkham motioned to nominate Deb Genthner as School Board Representative to the PTA. Marian Guidoboni seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously; 5-0.

Deb Genthner motioned to nominate Jeffrey Rowell as School Board Representative to the Board of Selectmen. Christine Kenneway seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously; 5-0.

Marian Guidoboni motioned to have Christine Kenneway and Marian Guidoboni meet with the support staff contract negotiation team as follow-up and a new team would be appointed at a later date. Christine Kenneway seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously; 5-0.

Marian Guidoboni motioned to nominate Christine Kenneway and Deb Genthner as School Board Representatives to the Teacher Negotiating Team. Deb Genthner seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously; 5-0.

Town Cable Advisory Committee: Ms. Pinkham stated that there was no call for a School Board Rep for this committee at this time.

Deborah Genthner motioned to nominate Marian Guidoboni as School Board Representative to the Wellness Committee. Christine Kenneway seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously; 5-0.

IV.
AGENDA REVISIONS: N/A

V.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Marian Guidoboni motioned to approve the minutes of the public session of March 11, 2008 as amended. Peg Pinkham seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously; 3-0. Deb Genthner was not yet at the meeting and Christine Kenneway abstained from voting because she was not at the March 11 meeting.

VI.
BOARD, SUPERINTENDENT COMMUNICATIONS


Mr. Tanguay mentioned that House Bill 1642 was rejected which meant that local districts would not need to provide funding for charter schools. The vote was 12:12.

VII.
INFORMATION ITEMS: N/A

VIII.
PUBLIC INPUT

Cathy Herrmann mentioned that there would be a SERESC conference in Bedford, which would review such topics as No Child Left Behind, Follow the Child, SERESC, etc. She also noted that Field Day would be on June 6, 2008 and cooks and grills were needed. She thanked Ms. Killen, Ms. Lewis and Ms. Jackson for the Junk to Funk Artist in Residence show.

IX.
ACTION ITEMS

A. MANIFEST #18

Deborah Genthner motioned to approve accounts payable manifest #18, dated March 25, 2008, in the total amount of $702,338.07. Christine Kenneway seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously; 5-0.
Highlights included: speech contracted services (Jan/Feb), Epping High School tuition, Sanborn School District, Café services and workshops.

B. PROPOSED ELLIS SCHOOL CALENDAR FY09: TABLED

C. SCHOOL BOARD POLICIES

Christine Kenneway motioned to adopt Section B School Board Policies as amended. Peg Pinkham seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously; 5-0.

Christine Kenneway motioned to accept the second reading of Section D School Board Policies. Marian Guidoboni seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously; 5-0.
X.
OTHER BUISINESS

Ms. Genthner suggested that the School Board provide an update in the school newsletter such as thank yous, school start date and other important information. She also thought that information could be included in the town newsletter.

Mr. Tanguay suggested that a PR subcommittee be formed as a way to involve the community more. The School Board agreed. Ms. Genthner asked if this could be added to the agenda at each meeting so the Board could decide what information to put into each school newsletter. Peg favored having more work sessions as well, to take pressure off of administration attendance requirements.

Christine Kenneway motioned to develop a PR committee of which Deb Genthner would be Chairwoman. Deb Genthner seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously; 5-0.

Ms. Kenneway was disappointed that Comcast was not airing the School Board dvd-rs. She felt that it should be top priority to air School Board meetings so that the public could see what goes on. Ms. Guidoboni agreed.

Ms. Scribner stated that the Selectmen are in control of the cable channel and that she was told that someone would need to physically switch tapes that would be aired.

Ms. Pinkham noted that perhaps the new committee might help get the School Board sessions televised.

Ms. Kenneway said that if new equipment would need to be purchased, that this should be done so that meetings could be aired soon.

Mr. Rowell said that, as the new School Board liaison with the Selectmen, he would work on this issue.

Ms. Pinkham assured the Board that there was no discrimination regarding the use of equipment from Comcast and that the new Cable Group was formed to facilitate getting meetings on television on a rotating basis.

XI.
FUTURE AND FOLLOW UP AGENDA ITEMS


Board Policies






Ongoing


Fremont Cooperative Planning Committee


Ongoing


Adult Education Program




TBD


Web Page Designer





TBD


AYP Report






TBD


Bidding Procedures





TBD


Everyday Math






TBD


Timberland Project





April 8, 2008


NELMS Recommendations




April 2008


Annual Report FY08





August


School Board Association in-service for Board members


Website completion timeline

XII.
NON-PUBLIC SESSION

Peg Pinkham made a motion to enter non-public session per RSA 91 – A: 3 II (c), and 91-A: 2 I (b) and (c) at 8:05 pm. Christine Kenneway seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously; 5-0. Roll call was taken. 

XIII.
RETURN TO GENERAL SESSION

Peg Pinkham made a motion to return to general session at 8:10 pm. Deb Genthner seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously; 5-0. Roll call was taken. 

There was a discussion about an unsigned derogatory letter sent to Ms. Guidoboni regarding the School District meeting.

Ms. Guidoboni made it clear that, months ago, she had made the School Board aware of her decision not to seek re-election next year according to her family’s desire. She noted that perhaps there would be someone in the public who would want to consider running for the vacant position next year.

The School Board agreed to have handouts at the meeting next year. Ms. Kenneway noted that highlights of the School Board contract could be included but not lengthy information.

Mr. Rowell said that Ms. Guidoboni did a good presentation. Mr. Tanguay noted that there was a poor turnout for the meeting. Ms. Kenneway expressed concern that, Fremont being a small community and that people should realize that they are all neighbors and should behave in a neighborly way. Ms. Kenneway said that the School District meeting was important to discuss money issues and the like and she was disappointed in the negativity that was present.

Ms. Pinkham noted that the vote was close and stated that the School Board listened to the public.

Ms. Keane noted that the economy affected the vote this year.

Ms. Pinkham commended Cathy Bailey on her newspaper reports. The School Board agreed.

XIV.
NON-PUBLIC SESSION

Peg Pinkham made a motion to enter non-public session per RSA 91 – A: 3 II (c), and 91-A: 2 I (b) and (c) at 8:20 pm. Christine Kenneway seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously; 5-0. Roll call was taken.
XV.
RETURN TO GENERAL SESSION

Peg Pinkham made a motion to return to general session at 9:40 pm. Deb Genthner seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously; 5-0. Roll call was taken.
XVI.
NEXT MEETING: APRIL 8, 2008 at 6:30 PM

XVII.
ADJOURNMENT

At 9:45 pm, Deborah Genthner motioned to adjourn. Peg Pinkham seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously; 5-0.
Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Perry

School Board Secretary
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