To the Editor:
Response to “Fremont Board should call for SB 2 Vote” letter of September 24, 2009.
This letter is in response to a Letter to the Editor that was submitted by Keith Stanton of Fremont, NH on September 24, 2009.

The Fremont School District has a Charter in place which outlines the voting processes for the School District.  As mentioned in the above referenced Letter to the Editor, a group of citizens is interested in having the School District Meeting voting process change from a School Open Meeting to SB 2 for all matters, not just for the issuance of Bonds and Notes.  

What would this change mean?

Changing the voting process that is currently outlined in the School District Charter would mean that Fremont residents would no longer vote at a School District Meeting but would, instead, be asked to attend a Deliberative School District Session to learn about the Warrant Articles and then, afterwards, go to the polls on Election Day and cast their vote by Official Ballot.

An Amendment to the Charter.
Any citizen that wishes to submit a petition to amend a Charter provision must file an affidavit forming a Petitioners’ Committee with his or her signature, along with four other voters in the District.  This affidavit must then be filed with the District Clerk, and it must be signed by the five members of the committee, as well as an additional 20 voters of the District. The proposed amendment that was submitted last year failed to identify, by affidavit, five voters of the municipality who constitute the Petitioners’ Committee. Additionally, the affidavit must include the language of the proposed charter amendment, the names and addresses of the committee members, and the address to which all notices to the committee are to be sent.
Once this is complete, the School District Clerk then files this with three state agencies in Concord and they have 30 days to approve of or object to the proposed amendment.  Upon approval, the Petitioners’ Committee is issued official petition forms from the School District Clerk which must be signed by a number of voters equal to at least 20 percent of the number of votes cast in the District at the last regular District election, but in no case less than 10 voters.  

Update

As of the time of this writing, the Fremont School Board has been notified by the School District Clerk that a citizen has submitted an incomplete affidavit which needs correction.  The School District Clerk and the Superintendent have both, separately, notified the citizen, in writing, that corrections are needed.  In addition to these notifications, documentation was also forwarded to the citizen, on behalf of the School Board which clearly outlines the steps that must be taken and the timeline with important deadlines that must be met in order for a vote on this topic to take place at the School District Meeting in the Spring of 2010.
Finally, the Superintendent of the Fremont School District has repeatedly offered to meet with this citizen and will continue to offer to meet with any citizen wishing to discuss this matter in person.  The School Board will continue to provide policy and procedure information so that citizens are able to effectively exercise their rights in accordance with the Charter of the District.
