Parent Leadership Council
Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, December 12, 2006
Attendance: Kelli Killen, Dawn Lewis, Cathy Herrmann, Kim O’Brien, Cheryl Rowell, Kara Maslowski, Linda Seale, Ida Keane

Follow Up Items to be discussed at next meeting are in Red
Handouts from Kelli Killen included:

NECAP Math Grade 5 – M.01.NO.05.01 - M.04.DSP.05.05

NECAP Math Grade 6 – M.01.NO.06.01 – M.04.DSP.06.05

NECAP Math Grade 7 – M.01.NO.07.01 – M.04.DSP.07.05

NECAP Math Grade 8 – M.01.NO.08.01 – M.01.DSP.08.05

Fall 2005 NECAP Tests School Summary 2005-2006 Students – Sanborn Middle School

Fall 2005 NECAP Tests School Summary 2005-2006 Students – Ellis School

Fall 2005 NECAP Test Mathematics Results – 2005-2006 Students – Sanborn Middle

Fall 2005 NECAP Test Mathematics Results – 2005-2006 Students – Ellis School
Kelli began the meeting by requesting that attendees read over the first page of the Handout for about 5 minutes.  She then asked everyone to explain what they noticed about the items.  
Kelli explained what each abbreviation stood for in the subtitles.  She also explained that what she was pointing out was that most of the descriptions were descriptions of “concepts” that students must understand and grasp.  She also explained that all of the teachers start with these guidelines to form their curriculums.  In regards to Math, Kelli explained that the “Every Day Math” handles the conceptual requirements very well for the students.

Kelli then turned attendee’s attention to a Presentation Board which read as follows:

Design Lessons

1.) GLE’s

What Students need to know –



Vocabulary



Formulas



Symbols

What Students need to do –



Graph



Calculation



Manipulate Numbers

Calculation of  Concepts

Kelli then handed out Fall 2005 NECAP Tests

An attendee asked about a Seacoast Newspaper article dated May 26, 2006 which stated that Adequate Yearly Progress had not been made in Math for both Ellis School and Sanborn Regional Middle School.  It also stated that because Ellis School had not met Adequate Yearly Progress for two consecutive years the school was now designated as a school in need of improvement.  

Kelli explained that the article was incorrect and that, in fact, after a re-evaluation of the records, Ellis School did meet the Adequate Yearly Progress.  The attendees asked Kelli to provide them with the information that reflects the newspaper articles incorrect information.  Kelli agreed to have that for the next meeting.

Attendees asked when the NECAP Test Results will be in for the students from the fall testing.  Kelli said that they should arrive in January and that we can compare them and discuss them at that time.

Sixth Grade Math Curriculum Change in Mid-Year Announcement
Kelli announced that Mrs. Polizzo, the fifth and sixth grade math teacher had noticed that the fifth graders were moving much further ahead with Math using the Every Day Math Program than the sixth graders were.  This led to Kelli and Mrs. Polizzo’s decision to make a curriculum change to the sixth grade math mid year.

An attendee asked why the sixth grade wasn’t changed to Every Day Math at the beginning of the year as the NECAP Tests were clearly showing that there was a problem with student Math performance for several years in the middle school.  It was explained that the school did not know that this change was necessary at the beginning of the school year, but that Mrs. Polizzo was witnessing such a vast improvement with students in the fifth grade with the new program that she felt it would be beneficial to change the sixth grade curriculum.
Middle School Math Program Evaluation
Kelli announced that there is a group looking at the entire middle school math program which meets monthly.  Currently there is no “Every Day Math” program available for 7th and 8th Grade.  
Attendees voiced their concern about middle school students leaving Ellis School prepared for Math and Reading at Sanborn Regional.  Attendees asked whether Ellis was meeting with Sanborn Regional to develop the skills the middle schoolers will need to transition into the High School.  The group looking into the middle school math is working with members of SRHS to provide an adequate curriculum to students as they transition.  

Placement Testing will occur with Eighth Grade students.  The NEWA Testing in the spring will be used to figure out which 7th and 8th graders will get Algebra.  The decision will be based on several criteria including:

· NEWA Test Scores

· Teacher Recommendations

· Parent Recommendations

Parent Information Nights for Math and Reading in January and February respectively:

After discussion from the parents a need was identified regarding lack of parent awareness of the new Every Day Math Program. A decision was made to offer a Math Information Night for Parents in January and a Literacy Information Night for Parents in February.  It was also agreed that it would be very helpful to have Linda Salter (Consultant for Every Day Math) attend the Math Information Night.  

Parent Leadership Council Mission vs. PTA ?
An attendee asked what the Parent Leadership Council Mission was and how it differed from what the PTA does?  

It was discussed that the Parent Leadership Council was made up of parents from each grade.  These representatives serve to voice concerns, issues as well as positive feedback to the school administration.  It offers parents the opportunity to have a one on one discussion about topics that the administration may not otherwise know are issues occurring in the school.

PTA, while its’ major function in the past few years has been fundraising, is now taking on an added role of helping to be actively involved in improving each students education in our district. 
A suggestion was made to provide each classroom teacher and each parent with a list of the parent representative for each grade so that parents and teachers know that the Council exists, is active, and can provide support for various topics and issues.

Next Meeting
The next Parent Leadership Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 9th at 1:30-2:30.  Please meet in the Lobby of the school.  

Everyone is welcome to attend.

