Parent Leadership Council

Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, January 9, 2007

Attendance: Kelli Killen, Dawn Lewis, Cathy Herrmann, Kim O’Brien, Cheryl Rowell, Kara Maslowski, Sherri Ficker, Nancy Bernhardt, Beth Lucas, Wendy German and Ida Keane

Mrs. Killen asked each attendee to introduce themselves.  

An attendee requested that the list of representatives and the grades they represent be posted in the next newsletter.  This was agreed to.  Attendee provided a copy of the reps, their email addresses and the grades they represent to Mrs. Killen.

Mrs. Killen presented an update on the Math Forum which she said will not be able to occur until February due to Consultants schedule.  The Literacy Forum will be scheduled for January instead to keep things moving ahead with Parents questions and concerns.

Everyday Mathematics News 
Mrs. Killen announced that there is a Homelink page available for parents to aid homework understanding.  

Sixth Grade has started Everyday Mathematics.

Every M-Th. Mrs. Polizzo requires 5th and 6th graders with a D or F average to attend the Math Study Room during Study Skills.

There is a paraprofessional that aids Mrs. Polizzo with the Math Study class.

Mrs. Killen is looking at developing this for 7th and 8th grade as well.

Literacy Forum

Attendees discussed the date and time for the January Literacy Forum.
It was decided that Wednesday, Jan. 31 at 6:30PM.

Perhaps start Elementary and Middle School together then split up for Q & A.

Mrs. Killen and Mrs. Lewis asked what questions could be expected so the planning could be effective for parents.

Some ideas:

How are students broken out in classes when it comes to ability.

What is Readers Workshop?

What is a Just Right Book?

Are NEWA Scores used to place and teach middle school students?

What exactly is taught regarding Grammar, Writing Skills, Vocabulary????? How is it taught and tested.

A suggestion was made to have the PTA send out an email to all members to remind them of the date and time for the Literacy Forum.  Mention that Math Night is coming soon.

Lunch Room Volunteers
Attendees brought forth a list of parent volunteers that would like to help out during lunch time.  As there are several problems in the lunch room, the use of volunteers could greatly improve the issues at hand of overcrowded tables, long lunch lines and clean up time.  Mrs. Lewis stated her concern with volunteers and confidentiality issues as well as possible problems with ethics.  After much discussion, it was decided that the PTA would supply Mrs. Lewis and Mrs. Killen with the list of volunteers so that they could review the individuals and decide whether the volunteers could participate in the lunch room.
NECAP Results
The NECAP Results are not out yet.  The report will be sent home when it becomes available.

NH Average Yearly Progress Report
Mrs. Killen provided the Council with a revised report indicating that Ellis School met the AYP standard after adjustments had been made.

Next Meeting will be on February 13th at 6PM in the Ellis School Library

