Principal’s Report

Ellis Middle School

September 8, 2009

Report Cards:  A presentation representing the work done by the summer report card committee was presented to the entire staff.  There is a meeting scheduled with Ramesh from Krishnan (Wicked Good Software) to format the report card into Web2School.  At this point we are still dealing with a draft.  Attached is a copy of the draft middle school report card. The draft elementary school report card was given out last spring.  A preliminary review can be done at this meeting.  The full presentation and approval of the card will have to happen at the October meeting. 
Teacher Days:  Teachers returned to school on Wednesday, August 26.  Mr. Lander gave a well received motivational speech to start the year.  Teachers worked very hard to get ready for the start of school.  We want to thank the PTA for providing lunch for the staff on Friday.
Opening Day:  Opening day went very well.  Our enrollment for opening day was 552 which is 19 higher than our end of the year enrollment of 533.
Welcome Back Cookout:  The welcome back party was well received.  We had around 250 attend.  Look for pictures of the cookout in the upcoming Carriage Towne News.
PBIS:  The Universal Team has started their first roll out for the year:  Respect in the Classroom.
Parent Forum:  The Middle School Parent forum will meet monthly with the principal.  The purpose of the forum is for parents to be able to dialogue with the middle school principal at Ellis on issues and concerns that will lead to improved student learning.  The purpose of the forum is to provide input on decisions, provide feedback on programs, and make recommendations for improvements to the principal and to work with the staff on making those improvements happen.  The first Middle school parent forum of the year is September 8. With a similar focus, the Elementary forums will be scheduled for the week after open house.  These forums will also include informational meetings covering a variety of topics.   
October – Month of the Young Adolescent:  
October is Month of the Young Adolescent, an annual international collaborative effort of education, health, and youth-oriented organizations. Initiated by National Middle School Association (NMSA), Month of the Young Adolescent brings together a wide range of organizations to focus on the needs of this important age range, ages 10 to 15. The key messages for the celebration are:
· The importance of parents being knowledgeable about young adolescents and being actively involved in their lives; 

· The understanding that healthy bodies plus healthy minds equal healthy young adolescents; 

· The realization that the education young adolescents experience during this formative period of life will, in large measure, determine the future for all citizens; and 

· The knowledge that every young adolescent should have the opportunity to pursue his or her dreams and aspirations, and post-secondary education should be a possibility for all.
(NMSA.org)

Safety Plan/Fire Drill:

The first fire drill of the year:  September 9

We will be looking at the safety plan and updating procedures and adding emergency plans for critical incidents such as hurricanes/tornadoes.  The plan is to involve all safety personnel in the town.

Upcoming Dates:

September 8-18:  NWEA Testing

September 8:  Parent Forum

September 14: Open house k-2

September 15: Open house 3-4

September 16: Middle School Open House

September 17: Special education information night 

September 21: Love Logic Parent series begins

September 25:  Middle School Dance

September 25:  Picture Day

September 17-30:  PTA Fall Fundraiser

Coming in October:


Month of the Young Adolescent


Red Ribbon Week


NECAP Testing
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