Principal’s Report

October 11, 2012
NECAP Testing – October 4-6
The Fall NECAP tests in reading, mathematics, and writing were designed to measure student’s progress in meeting New Hampshire’s Grade Level Expectations, or GLEs.  The GLEs define the knowledge and skills a student should have mastered by the end of each school year.  Our students took the reading and math portion of the test last week.   The 5th and 8th grade students will be taking the writing portion of the test.  The students were well prepared for the test.  The staff did NECAP prep during the RtI period.
Appalachian Mountain Club (AMC) - 

Our AMC trip is just around the corner.  In 2 weeks we will be heading to Pinkham Notch to hike, explore, and learn about our environment!  Students will be attending AMC on October 19,20 & 21.
Red Ribbon Week
  Red Ribbon Week (RRW) takes place October 24-October 28, and this year is coming to all grade levels at Ellis.  It is a national program that began in 1988 to highlight our nation’s commitment to a safe, healthy and drug-free lifestyle.  

  At the elementary level, we focus on topics such as making good choices, being involved in positive activities, working as a community, and becoming good role models.  

  Students in grades K-2 will read the book The Red Ribbon – A Story of Hope by John Lasne.  Students in grades 3 and 4 will discuss the basic effects of drugs and alcohol as well as making good choices even when faced with peer pressure.  We will also demonstrate our commitment to making healthy choices across the curriculum by using the color red in art, math, science and literature projects.  Even Café Services will participate by serving us an all-red lunch on the Friday of RRW!

  Students in grades 5th-8th will view the movie, All You Need to Know about Drugs and the Teen Brain in 17 minutes during their gym/wellness class.  Based on the latest research, this scientific video explains why the teen years are a critical time for brain development.  It also shows how drug use of any kind can derail the brain’s full potential when it comes to critical thinking skills, memory, learning and decision making.  This history of Red Ribbon Week and why Ellis participates in this event yearly will also be discussed. 

  All students who are caught participating in the RRW Spirit Days will earn a raffle ticket to be placed in a drawing to win exciting prizes.  Classroom teachers will be encouraged to work with their homeroom students on a door decorating contest.  The homeroom winner for the best door decoration celebrating the values of Red Ribbon Week will receive a pizza lunch party.  

  All students will also plant a red tulip bulb around the school grounds to signify our commitment to a healthy lifestyle.  In the spring, these tulips will bloom and serve as a beautiful reminder to make good choices.  

RRW Spirit Days (October 24 – 28)

Monday - Wear as much red as possible

Tuesday – “Sock it to drugs” (wear your craziest socks)

Wednesday – “Turn your back on drugs” (wear your clothing backwards)

Thursday – “Give drugs the boot” (wear your favorite boots)

Friday – “Use your head not drugs!” (Wear a hat)
Administration Team Goals

Attached are Tree Diagram Templates.  These are planning templates that the administrative team have been using to plan goals for the year.  We used the information from the Focus Monitoring Plan, the NESCDEC Study and other needs assessments done over the past few years and recently compiled into one document by Mr. Lander.  The administration team meets every Monday at 9:00 AM.  The team includes; Doug Totten, Assistant Principal, Sarah Krebs, Special Education Coordinator, Jennifer Thomas, Reading Specialist, Michelle Farrar, MS Guidance, Kathleen Hoppa, Elementary Guidance, Melissa McKeon, Out of District Coordinator.
Thank You

Thanks to Doug Totten and Abby Dobson for tonight’s Everyday Math Presentation.
Important Dates
October 4-6 – NECAP Testing

October 14 - Progress Reports

October 7 - No School – Teacher Professional Day

October 10 - No School – Columbus Day
October 19-21 – A Mountain Classroom (AMC) 7th grade trip
October 24-28 – Red Ribbon Week

Respectfully Submitted,

John Safina

Principal
