First Grade Survival Letter
Welcome to First Grade at Ellis School!  Below you will find a few helpful survival tips for first grade.

Lunch Money
Lunch money is collected throughout the week.  It is greatly appreciated if money could be delivered to the classroom teacher on Monday mornings.  We have a service that handles the money—once it is sent in it is added to your child’s account allowing them to purchase lunch.  If you want your child to buy extra snacks, extra drinks … there is an additional charge so please send that info in a note to the café service with your payments.  You can also indicate that you DO NOT want your child to purchase extra snacks.  A note will then be inputed into the computer system alerting the staff as to your preferences.
Breakfast Money

Breakfast is served daily.  If you have money on your account you child may purchase a bagel, fruit, fruit bars, or breakfast sandwich…. with milk or juice.  Many students eat at home and can focus on their morning work.  Kids who eat breakfast need to eat and get their work done, too, (
Toys

Toys are to be left at home.  Many times they get broken by accident and feelings are hurt or they become a distraction throughout the day!  NO TOYS.

Volunteers

Volunteers must sign up and attend the volunteer tea. Our Open House folder contains a volunteer sign-up sheet where you can indicate your day/time preferences. Once the tea and appropriate paperwork is completed, your child’s teacher will contact you with a schedule in October. 
Home/School Folder

This is EXTREMELY important!  All correspondence and homework or unfinished school work will be sent home in your child’s red home/school folder. Please check the contents each night and make sure it comes back to school in the morning.  We are working on routines with your children and appreciate your help at home. (
Homework
Homework will begin right away.  Please expect it Monday through Thursday.  Most nights it will be a HOME LINK from the Math program—PLEASE save the Home Link Family Letter, as it contains all of the answers for your reference. While homework completion nightly is the expectation, we realize that some days schedules are tight.  If necessary, please jot a note to your child’s classroom teacher and turn in the homework the next day.
Visiting the School

If you will be coming into the building during the school hours and going anywhere other than the office you will need to sign in at the office and get a “visitor’s pass” to wear in the building.

**This is very important because if a staff member sees a person without identification that person is considered an intruder in the building.  The staff member is obligated to call a lockdown for the entire school to ensure the safety of the children.** 

Emergency Information

Please send your emergency forms back as quickly as possible, if you have not already done so. This information is of the utmost importance.

Field Trips

First grade typically goes on two or more field trips per year. These trips are funded by families; the cost of each field trip will be listed on the permission form. Because our field trips are curriculum related and FUN, we encourage everyone to attend. If the cost of the field trip would prohibit your child from going, confidential scholarships are available by request.

We will be choosing our chaperones by lottery after permission forms are sent home. Chaperones will be expected to pay the student cost for field trips. 
Dismissal Routine

If your child has any change in how they get home at the end of the day (ie. going to a friend’s house, being picked up by you or anyone else, a change in day care or after school program…etc.)  YOU MUST send in a note with your child’s classroom teacher’s name and what the change will be so we can send it to the office.  When in doubt ALWAYS send a note.

Dismissing Your Child Early

If you need to dismiss your child early from school please write a note and send it into school with your teacher’s name on it. The note will enable the office and your child’s teacher to be expecting you. 

These helpful hints will make it a smooth transition into first grade for you and your child.  

The First Grade Teachers

