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First Grade News – Room 1Y


Mrs. Coyle





We have been working hard on learning the letter/keywords/and sounds as presented in the Wilson Fundations© program.  We’ve also been writing each letter using the proper letter formation.  Please familiarize yourself with the Letter Formation Guide in the Wilson Home Support Packet (Unit 1).  This will help you to guide your child’s writing at home.  Some children are relearning certain lower case letters so that they write them according to the Wilson Method (a.k.a. The Ellis School Way).  





We’ve also read many great picture books!  Some favorites are The Library by Sarah Stewart, Owl Babies Martin Waddell and I Like Me by Nancy Carlson.  We’ve read several counting books and ABC books. Many beautiful butterfly books have been flying around!!!





Our Reader’s Workshop is off to a fantastic start.   Children have learned the structure of the workshop (Mini-lesson, READ -  books from your Book Box in a “Just Right Spot,” and the Wrap-Up).  Everyone is reading for 16 minutes!  Kids know how to take a Picture Walk, how to read predictable books, and how to swap books from our library.  Mrs. Smith, our Literacy Coach, and I teach together during this time and we conference with students 1:1 to inform each child’s individual reading instruction.  Each child has at least one conference per week.



































































































































Everyday Mathematics© has introduced us to many fun and interesting math activities.  We have practiced:  working with the number line, sequencing numbers, finding one more and one less, making and counting tally marks, working together with a partner, counting by 1s, 2s, 5s, and 10s, reading numbers, and writing numbers (1 – 6).  Our calendar time let’s us practice saying the date, practice the days of the week, and report on the weather.  We are also counting school days with straws 


(and coins) and grouping them (ones, tens, hundreds) to learn place value.  The 10th day of school was a big deal and we’re nearly at 20!  The kids have their own Math Journals and have been exposed to a variety of math manipulatives.

















We have not yet officially launched our Writer’s Workshop in Room 1Y.  All of the students are working on interviewing each other and drawing in their Draw and Tell Journals.  I am doing most of the writing for them to model proper letter formation and spacing.  The children are dictating sentences and reading them back to me.  A few students are “giving it a go” on their own (.  When the interviews are over, we will begin “Making Books.”  Writer’s Workshop will follow a format similar to Reader’s Workshop with a Mini-lesson, writing, and a Wrap-up or Share time.  





We all have had a lot of chances to hear about and tell about the life cycle of a butterfly.  The aquarium in 1Y is a favorite spot for 1st graders to observe daily changes.  Thanks to all who hunted for caterpillars and brought them in to school. 





Mrs. Levesque, Kathryn’s mom, has been coming in regularly to tend to our Butterfly Habitat.  With her T.L.C. we were able to grow 3 Monarchs and set them free!!  The class named our Monarch’s Stripey, Beautiful, and Extra Beautiful (.  We still have one caterpillar – which will probably be a chrysalis by the time you read this, and one chrysalis – which will probably be a butterfly!!!








We have worked hard at planning the rules for many different aspects of our first grade day:  Morning Meeting, Reader’s Workshop, Quiet Work Time, Rules for Games (small group and partnerships), walking in the halls, and eating in the cafeteria.  We have created classroom rules and we finalized them on Constitution Day (last Monday) by signing our names.  





We have been talking about the Pledge of Allegiance and what the words in the Pledge actually mean. 





We are creating a community in our classroom and have had many opportunities to talk about and read about: sharing, being kind to our friends, using nice voices, taking turns, apologizing, and being forgiving.  These are some of the most important lessons taught in 1st grade.  








Our Morning Meeting time continues to be a highlight of our day.  Your children greet each other enthusiastically and are really getting to know one another. 





All of the classes at Ellis are earning Ellis Bucks for being prepared.  In our class, this means unpacking (folder in the folder holder, homework in the homework bucket, lunch box in the bucket, snack in your cubby, lunch $ in the lunch $ holder, notes in my hand() starting and finishing Bellwork, being to morning meeting on time, freezing for a signal, etc.  We are trading every ten Ellis Bucks for a FISH to put in our Fish Bowl.  For every ten fish, we earn a WHALE to put in the OCEAN in the school lobby.





We’ve had Community Time four times with the whole first grade.  We’ve learned about playground safety, watched a butterfly documentary, learned about the 1st grade teachers, and charted what we’ve learned about the butterfly life cycle.





We could use donations of wipes for wiping tables.





I hope to see you at Open House – Tuesday (tomorrow) at 6:15 in the Gym – 


then to Room 1Y!!
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