

Dear Parents,


Our class day begins daily with the pledge and morning greeting. We greet each other in a friendly way, update the calendar, add money to show the date 29th of August = a quarter and a nickel, how many days in school so far = 4 cents, do a quick activity and begin Reader’s Workshop.

For the next several weeks we will:

· practice three ways to read to self: Read the pictures, read the words, retell what you read
· finding a just right spot, 

· building stamina so each child can work longer and make the most of his or her learning,
· learn about the many reading strategies the beanie babies represent to make for strong readers
·  learn what a writer looks and sounds like, 

· review and learn new word study skills, 

· and how to do the activities to make each child a stronger writer, speller and reader,

· review and learn new math skills,

·  transition from one activity to another, 

· and sharing and reflecting on how we are working.
The children are settling right in with the routines of the classroom. They are a terrific bunch!
FYI: 
· Lunch and snack money is collected every morning. Money needs to be in an envelope labeled with the child’s name, classroom 2L, and amount.  Lunch will be at 12:15, and the children can buy their snack then.

· Specials:  10:15 – 10:55         

· Monday: Library
· Tuesday: Wellness/PE  Need sneakers
· Wednesday: Music
· Thursday: Computers
· Friday: Art
· Homework is 20 minutes long. PLEASE check their assignment notebooks. 
· ** If you believe your child spent quality on task time and has not completed an assignment, sign your name, and the homework will be accepted. Everyday Math (max. 10 minutes). I am going to only send math homework home if a concept needs more practice. Children will come in the morning to try it on their own and we will go over it together. This will give children a second time to learn a concept. If they bring the sheet home please let them try the first 2 on their own, as they may have understood the second time. If they make mistakes and continue to not understand how to do it, I need you to offer them the 1-1 help they need. Use the Everyday Math letters to help you. Keep these letters in the at home folder for continual reference.

· No math homework, please practice math facts with your child.  Play a game that allows math growth: chess, checkers, monopoly, math games from the Everyday math site. Passwords will be going home once I have them.
· The monthly calendar is to be used to extend your child’s learning. They pick an activity. Do the activity and color the square completed. Please send in calendar at the end of the month.
· Snack and Sharing time: We will have snack in the afternoon.  Your child can bring in one nutritious snack, and a drink. We are peanut free. Thank you for providing healthy snacks. 

           Candy or soda will not be allowed. 
           We will have snack in the p.m.
If you would like to donate extra snacks such as pretzels, goldfish for the children who do not bring them in, it would be appreciated.

Sharing: This is a time to share not to show. Each day, a child is the leader and helper for the day. Next Tuesday, it will be Ezra’s turn to start.
.
· Please read the Everyday Math and Word Study Wilson Orientation Fundation letter that go home, homework answers for the week’s homework is given. Keep these in the folder you bought for home. The first and second grade web pages have web-sites of math games that go along with each unit.
· Book Orders: Please make checks out to the book club.
 **Cash will not be accepted. Check for the return date on back of order when passed out. First due next Friday.
Reader’s Workshop: Daily 5: This week children practiced how to bookshop and put books where they belong, go to a good spot quickly and quietly, that allowed them to stay focused and read the whole time. They practiced reading together, to practice fluency.
They are able to stay focused consistently for ten minutes. The goal will be 20 as a class. We’re half way there!!!!
We also began to practice five other strategies strong readers use:

· Comprehension:
         1. Check for understanding: After one or two pages, a reader asks who and what is happening.
2. Curious Cat: He is curious to know what will happen next. He keeps his brain busy making predictions.
a. Cracking Baby Chick: He makes pictures or visualizes in his head as he reads. 


At this stage children are making quick sketches to help them visualize as they listen to me read. Eventually, this prompt will not be needed for visualizing

3. Jabber Parrot: retells the story. The visualizing prompt is used here as well for now.
· Accuracy: Lips the Fish: Get your mouth ready to say the parts of the word.
Feel free to contact me with questions via e-mail or a phone call.

I am very glad we are a team, to make your child’s second grade year a success!

Ms. Lathrop

HOMEWORK FOR NEXT WEEK
Typical homework
Calendar activity or math page
Read for 10 minutes

Word Study will begin the following week
