

Dear Parents,


Our class day begins daily with the pledge and morning meeting. We greet each other in a friendly way, update the calendar, check the weather, and begin Reader’s Workshop.

For the next few weeks we will:

· practice three ways to read to self, 
· finding a just right spot, 

· building stamina so each child can work longer and make the most of his or her learning,

·  learn what a writer looks and sounds like, 

· review and learn new word study skills, 

· and how to do the activities to make each child a stronger writer, speller and reader,

· review and learn new math skills,

·  transition from one activity to another, 

· and sharing and reflecting on how we are working.
The children are settling right in with the routines of the classroom. They are a terrific bunch!
FYI: 

· Lunch and snack money is collected every morning. Money needs to be in an envelope labeled with the child’s name, classroom 2L, and amount.  Lunch will be at 11:40, and the children can buy their snack then.

· Specials:           

· Monday: Computers
· Tuesday: PE./Health:  Bring sneakers.

· Wednesday: Library

· Thursday: Art

· Friday: Music
· Homework is 20 minutes long. PLEASE check their assignment notebooks. The folders will be for their reading journal beginning in October. If you believe your child spent quality on task time and has not completed an assignment, sign your name, and the homework will be accepted. Everyday Math (max. 10 minutes). 

· Dress in layers as our room or outside may become too warm.

· Snack and Sharing time: We will have snack in the afternoon.  Your child can bring in one nutritious snack, and a drink. We are peanut free. Thank you for providing healthy snacks so far. 

           Candy or soda will not be allowed. If you wish to donate healthy snacks, this would be greatly appreciated. We will have snack in the p.m.

· ME BAGS: Beginning September 8, Tuesday. Each day one child will be able to share a packed tote, paper or plastic bag that explains who they are, what they like and dislike or a poster.

Example: My bag held a book. A music box with a book theme, as I am an avid reader. I also collect music boxes and Willow angels. A cat statue, since I own three. Pictures of my three boys when they were young. Getting them to get professional photo now that they are adults is not on their priority list. A cross necklace, to remind me of what is important.
· Please read the Everyday Math and Word Study Wilson Fundation letters that go home, homework answers for the week’s homework is given. Keeps these in one of the folders you bought for home. The second grade web page has web-sites of math games that go along with each unit.

· Book Orders: Please make checks out to the book club. Cash will not be accepted. Check for the return date. First Book orders need to be returned Tuesday, September 8.
· Volunteers. See bottom of this newsletter.

Days to share a “Me” bag or poster.”
Tuesday, Sept.8


Tuesday,  Sept. 22
Taylor A.




Tyler L.
Wednesday, Sept. 9


Wednesday, Sept. 23
Julie B.




Tricia
Thursday, Sept. 10


Thursday, Sept. 24
Richie B.




Ryan M.
Friday, Sept. 11



Friday, Sept. 25
Maggie B.




Max
Monday, Sept. 14


Monday, Sept. 28
Kira





Robbie P.
Tuesday, Sept. 15


Tuesday, Sept. 29
Ariana 




Cory
Wednesday, Sept. 16


Wednesday, Sept. 30
Jordan




Oliver
Thursday, Sept. 17


Thursday, Oct. 1
Jessica




Patrick
Friday, Sept. 18



Monday, Oct. 5
Brian H.




Andrew
Monday, Sept 21


Tuesday, Oct. 6
Brayden




Ashley
Reader’s Workshop: Daily 5: This week children practiced how to bookshop and put books where they belong, go to a good spot quickly and quietly, that allowed them to stay focused and read the whole time. They practiced reading together, to practice fluency.
They are able to stay focused consistently for six minutes. The goal will be 20 as a class.
We also began to practice three other strategies strong readers use:

· Comprehension: Check for understanding: After one or two pages, a reader asks who and what is happening.

· Accuracy: Cross checking: Does the first letter sound match the picture? Does it sound right? Does the word make sense?

· Expanding Vocabulary: Children tuned into words that sound interesting to their ears, or when spoken, such as dawdle, emerge, sticky…

Feel free to contact me with questions via e-mail or a phone call.

I am very glad we are a team, to make your child’s second grade year a success!

Ms. Lathrop

HOMEWORK FOR NEXT WEEK
Tuesday’s – Thursday’s HW: Math: Check agenda for math daily. Sometimes they may not have any.




Reading: Read for 10 minutes a night, less if a worksheet for reading is included.
FYI: Scholastic and Sunny D are working together to bring twenty (20) free, grade appropriate books into elementary classrooms this fall.  If your family drinks the following valid products, please indicate (you insert your classroom ID - i.e. Pre-K, KA, 1Y, 2L, 3G, 4W, etc.) on the back and have your child bring the entire label or outer wrap to school and place in the SunnyD collection container next to the Hood milk jug on the bookshelf in the lobby.  For more information, go to http://www.sunnyd.com/bookspree/why.html.  This promotion will end on November 13th.
 

Valid Products:
Bottle labels from: 128 oz., 96 oz., 64 oz., 48 oz., 20 oz., and 16 oz.
Liter bottle labels from: 1, 2, and 3 liters
6 or 24 pack outer wraps from: 11.3 oz. and 6.75 oz.
8 pack outer wraps from: 6.75 oz.
cardboard UPC from cases of: 12 pack 6.75 oz. bottles, 12 or 24 pack 12 oz. cans
 

Invalid Products:
Individual labels from 11.3 oz. and 6.75 oz. bottles
Individual labels from 8 oz. and 12 oz. cans
______________________________________________________

Child’s Name ____________________________
Parent’s Name __________________   Phone #   ___________

Please check off your choices. Readers’ /Writers’ Workshop/Word Study or what I refer to as the Daily 5: 9:10-11:00, Math 12:30-1:00.
1. Yes I would like to Volunteer for one  hour a week on day 

    Tues. _____ Thurs. ____ at  ____________ o’clock.
2. I would be willing to cut paper for projects.  ___
3. I would be willing to run off Xerox copies at school on ____

     Tues. ____  Wed. _____ Thurs. ____
4. I would like to come in to help on celebration days.  ____

