NEWSLETTER FOR FEBRUARY 4 – FEBRUARY 8, 2008
In Everyday Math the students are using the concept of “array” to understand multiplication principles and they are beginning to recognize the multiplication facts!  Arrays which are a rectangular arrangement of dots, are placed in rows and in columns.  
Children make number models to go with everyday items.  Friday the class was given a box of oat bars and asked what the number model would be in their books.  The box had 12 bars.  The number model was 1 X 12 = 12.  Another was a carton of soup cans.  There were 4 rows of cans and 6 cans per row.  The number model was 4 X 6 = 24.  We will be drawing arrays like the examples given above.  Then we will go on to division stories.  The class will be given stories of children having to share equally.  Three students have 12 pennies that will be shared equally.  I will select three from the class and give each student a penny until all twelve are gone.  The activity will be done again with 10 pennies shared among two students.  Several more activities will be done and then students will draw them on paper.  We will discuss the operation called division which is used to solve equal sharing problems.
Wilson Word Study is a continuation of v-e.  We will talk about how v-e helps to keep some words from looking like plurals.  Please and house require a silent e on the end of the word.  The power of v-e will be used as children change words by adding the e.  Examples are mad to made, can to cane, dim to dime, and cod to code.  Students will learn the letter v does not appear at the end of words so v-e has an important job.  Some examples of this are the words dove, love, shove, wave, hive, and stove.

Specials this week are: Monday is Music, Tuesday is PE, Wednesday is Art, Thursday is Computers, and Friday is Health.

This week begins the author study of Eric Carle.  He is the author of The Very Hungry Caterpillar.  I think this may be his most well know book.  He has written over 70 children’s books.  Last week, the class tried their hand at making an illustration like those of Eric Carle.  He paints on tissue paper and cuts out the shapes of the animals or characters.  We did not have tissue paper.  We used finger paints.  After the paintings were dry, we cut out favorite Eric Carle animals.  The class loved the bright animals that seemed to pop out at us.  We will learn more about Mr. Carle as we read as many of his books we can get our hands on.  By the way, he gets more than 10,000 fan letters a year.  

Spelling words are: year, family, around, never, brother, ever, really, like, end, day, and bonus word of Fremont.
Science continues the study of force.  Students will observe which is easier to move: a box across the rug, or a box across the bare floor.  We will also do experiments on how weight impacts force.

I hope you have a good week.

Carolyn Weir
