NEWSLETTER FOR JANUARY 28 – FEB. 1, 2008
Beginning Feb 4, 2008, 2W will begin I Love to Read month.  We will be reading Eric Carle books to begin our author study.  During the week of February 18 through February 21st, we will have parents and other guest readers coming into the classroom to read.  I am giving you time to mark your calendars for this exciting event.  I really hope every parent can participate.   I will be contacting you to set up a time.  

In Every Day Math the class will go over the steps in the trade first subtraction algorithm.  Next we will develop readiness for multiplication.  We will go over arrays using geoboards.   Arrays are a rectangular arrangement of objects in rows and columns.  An example is a carton of eggs.  There are two rows of six eggs.   Students will learn they must have equal groups to do multiplication.  The class will look for everyday items that have arrays. For example, the telephone has 4 rows of keys with 3 keys in each row.  
Spelling words are:  often, house, move, right, place, together, Thursday, anybody, care, could

In Wilson Word study we will continue the vowel-consonant-e syllable.  This week we will also concentrate on the two sound of s.   We will practice on words like nose, blaze, and pose.  The letter s is commonly found between 2 vowels to make the /z/ sound.  We will learn all good spellers have to try either a z or an s, and then ask themselves if the word looks correct.  They will practice looking the words up in the dictionary to see if they spelled the words the right way.

Specials this week are: Monday is PE, Tuesday is Art, Wednesday is Computers, Thursday is Health, and Friday is Library.
This week in Reading the mini lessons will focus on retelling what we have read.  Many times we read a whole page and forget what we have read.  This happens to all good readers.  To remind the class to restate what they have read we will use sticky notes at the end of the page as stop signs.   

In science the students will tell what happens to an object when it is pushed softly and when we use a strong force.  We will use books to discover the more things weigh, the more force is needed to move it.  

Editing of students stories continues in writing workshop.  Students are working hard at making illustrations to go with their stories. 

Take care, 

Carolyn Weir  
