NEWSLETTER FOR MAY 5 – MAY 9, 2008
Everyday Math has students measuring to find the length, weight, volume and capacity.  Students will chose the appropriate measuring tool for each problem.  We will discuss what kind of measuring tools would be used for measuring short distances, longer distances, things that weigh a lot, and things that are light weight. This week we will learn about area and how different area is to the perimeter. The class will use ½ pint, pint, quart, and half gallon measurements in finding out about capacity.  A review of fractions will also be done.  

In our word study we will focus on a new syllable.  This is the double vowel syllable.  We have been practicing these vowel syllables under the name of vowel teams.  This week and next week we will concentrate on the ai and ay. This vowel digraph makes one sound of /a/.   The class will learn to mark the digraph with a circle and the small letter d underneath the digraph. The students will learn there are four ways to make the /a/ sound.  We can do it with the letter a, with the vowel consonant, silent e syllable, or with the two digraphs of ai and ay.  Children will learn in the middle of a word the /a/ sound is spelled with ai or the vowel, consonant, silent e combination.
Specials for the week are: Monday is Computers, Tuesday is Health, Wednesday is Library, Thursday is Music, and Friday is PE.

Spelling words for this week are: example, thought, faint, trayful, grave, stained mermaid, subway, replay, and painless.  The bonus word for the week is Mt. Adams.
During reading workshop we will concentrate on comprehension skills.  The first is previewing a story and making predictions about the story.  Most of us skip this and start reading a book without making any predictions.  Research shows if a reader makes prediction a part of the reading method he/she will remember more of the story.  We will start with a picture walk through Wild about Books.  This is a cute picture book about animals that love to read.  Then I will demonstrate how I skim the book to find words that are important to the story.  

We will do Haikus in writing workshop.  These are short poems usually about nature.  They follow a special pattern of five syllables, seven syllables, and then back to five syllables.  Haikus do not have to be in complete sentences.  Here is an example of one. 



Rabbit in a cage


Hops all over the wire place



Hard for me to catch!

In community time, I will go over folktales with the second graders.  A folktale is a story that often has a message that was first passed on by telling the story.  I will tell the folktale of “The Indian Cinderella”.  It is one of the more than 700 versions of this story.

Take care,

Carolyn Weir  

