NEWSLETTER FOR OCTOBER 9 – OCTOBER 12, 2007
In Everyday Math we will have whole class discussions after we find the sum for simple addition facts.  Children will be asked to look for patterns after solving the following problems in their tribes: 6 +1 and 1+6, 3+5 and 5+3, 8+2 and 2+8, 4 and 5+4.  We will discuss how they are alike and how they are different.   These facts are called “turn around facts”. Addition strategies will also be explored. If the class knows that 5+5=10, then one less will be 5+4=9.  Continuing (but this time with one more, not one less), we know that 5+5=10, so one more will be 5+6=11.  We will continue this process using 6+6=12; 7+7=14; etc.   The addition facts to be learned this week are 4+5=9, 5+6=11, and 6+7=13.
Specials this week are: Tuesday we have Computers, Wednesday we have Health, Thursday we have Library, and Friday we have Music.

Spelling words for this week are: about, sum, care, Friday, and gruff.  It is another short week so we have fewer words.  
In social studies we will study landforms.  I have adapted the fairy tale, The Frog Prince to include mountains, valleys, a desert, a plain and a lake. The class will pantomime the story after I have told it.  We will then draw pictures to illustrate the story.  The class will act out the story for other classes. 

In Wilson Word study we will add some vowel teams to this week’s drill.  The following teams all have the same long /e/ sound: ee, ea, ey.  Students will look for the teams in their reading and share with the class.  Bonus letters after a short vowel will be used again this week.  The letters that usually get another consonant are f, l, s and sometimes z.  I have sent home a Wilson Word study packet that is due Oct 16, 2007.  Kindly follow the directions and dictate current words one night and trick words another night.  This is not to be done in one night.  It is a review of the work we have done in class.  Add one fill-in-the-blank each night.  This exercise should not exceed the 20 minutes recommended for nightly homework. 
In writing we are working on making sentences.  The class will again find the naming part of sentence and the action part.  Please review these sentence parts at home so we can be certain your child masters these concepts.  We will use highlighters to color the different parts.  

Reading focus lessons this week will be on the setting for the stories. We will think about stories that occur in the future, the present, and a long time ago.  The setting also might include the country, the state or city, the exact place, or the season of the year.  
Take care, 

Carolyn Weir
