NEWSLETTER FOR OCTOBER 15 – OCTOBER 19, 2007
In Everyday Math we will use different scales to weigh familiar objects in the room.  The class will work with a pan scale and observe that heavy objects on one side will cause that side of the scale to fall, lighter ones will cause it to rise.  Things that weigh about the same will balance.  Finding objects that balance will be the challenge.  Fact families will be used with the fact triangles.  Students will make their own set of fact triangles.  Some students may prefer the fact triangles to the cards we have made in class.  It does not matter which cards they use to learn the facts.  Name collection boxes will also be introduced this week.  Numbers are presented in a box.  The children think of all the ways to get that number.  For example, the collection box could be 5.  Students write as many ways to get five as they can think.  2+3=5, 6-1=5.  Five can be written by tally

 marks and can be written in different numbers. The facts for the week are: 4+7=11,  5+7=12,  9+6=15,  9+9=18,  
Specials are: Monday is PE, Tuesday is Art, Wednesday is Health, Thursday is Computer, and Friday is Library.

Spelling words are: out, so, two, into, new, some, could, want say, class.  The class star words are: write, and how.

In Wilson Word study the class will discuss the nasal sounds made by /m/ and /n/.  These letters change the sound of many vowels. It is easier to say these letters together as a group.  Wilson Word study calls these glued sounds.  Children “glue” their fingers together when tapping out a word with these sounds.  We will spend extra time using the tapping procedure with these sounds.  Examples of these sounds can be found in the words champ, cane, rang, swing, song, flung, bank, think, honk, and bunk.  
The class will learn about poetry as a genre of writing that makes readers think.  We will use the poetry by Jack Prelutsky as examples of how poetry encourages us to think differently.  Students will also be asked to try their hands at writing poetry.  We will also write a fantasy about waking up and finding out we are the size of a blueberry.
Reading focus is on fluency.  In order to become good readers we must listen to others that read better than we read.  Sentences should flow and these readers use a lot of expression when they read.  Students will listen to books on tape in the listening center to help them understand fluency.
Take care, 

Carolyn Weir
