NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 22 – OCTOBER 26, 2007
In Everyday Math the class will learn to do collection boxes.  The children will put equivalent names for the same number in the boxes.  These boxes show students that numbers can be expressed in many different ways, including different languages.  They will also play a new math game called “Name That Number”.  In the game students will be challenged to identify an addition or subtraction fact among a set of five cards when given the sum or difference.  Students will also use frames and arrows.  Each arrow over the frame represents a new rule such as; add 6 or subtract 4.  It helps children practice facts by giving missing information.  Addition facts to be learned this week are 9+4=13,  8+7=15,  8+8=16,  and 8+4=12.
Specials this week are: Monday is Music, Tuesday is PE, Wednesday is Art, Thursday is Computer, and Friday is Health.

Spelling words for this week are: other, first, would, over, before, strong, thank, bold, cold, blind.

Landforms are still being discussed in social studies.  We will make collages of deserts, mountains, plains, lakes, rivers and valleys.
In Wilson Word Study we will go over the exceptions to a closed syllable.  There are five exceptions: /old/ as in cold,  /ild/ as in wild, /ind/ as in find, /olt/ as in colt, and  /ost/ as in post.  There is one vowel but it is not a short sound and the vowel is followed by a consonant or two.   Instead the long sound is voiced.  The class will learn how to mark the exceptions with a c and to cross it out showing that this word does not follow the rule.

In writing the class is finding “telling” sentences.  A telling sentence begins with a capital and ends with a period.  The class will practice finding these in their reading.  

The character of a story will be the focus in our reading lessons this week.  We will find character traits such as respectful or kind.  The students will have to prove this trait by finding the passage.  Fantasy genre will be in the read-a-loud.  Fantasy is a story that has elements that are impossible, such as a talking animal or one who has magical powers.
Take care,

Carolyn Weir

