5-1-2010
Dear Parents,

Children will learn about simple machines this month. As a parent, I discovered playgrounds offer a lot of hands on experience from the lever of a seesaw, to the incline plane of a slide. That said, we will look at many flyers and catalogs of playgrounds, discuss what type of simple machines there are, and what kind they see in the pictures they see, to being aware of what simple machines our playground offers. 

I need you to begin collecting recycled materials for groups of children to create and invent their dream playground. Children will plan, organize lists of materials needed, create and explain what simple machines they used in their playground. Some items to think about, though I am sure there are many more ideas: Use your imagination: bottle caps, toilet rolls, corks, straws, plastic covered wire, yarn, small cups, used sandpaper, popsicle sticks, heavy cardboard for a base. As we get closer, I will let you know what else we might need to construct the playgrounds.  Please keep the items at home, until I ask you to send them in.

Ms. Lathrop 
