MONDAY MESSAGE

Monday, August 31, 2009

SIXTH Grade Language Arts

Welcome back from summer break!!!!!!
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I missed you, it is true. ( 
                                       Our YEAR Ahead…
                           Nuts and Bolts…

The following are the educational goals, learning methods, 
and major units for the year.

Educational Goals: 

Students will be engaged in real-world learning.

Students will communicate diversely and effectively using increased knowledge 
and enhanced vocabulary.

Students will embrace reading through varied forms of literature.

Learning Methods:

Brain-based Learning
Arts Integration
Technology Integration
Service Learning
Collaborative Learning
Units:

Science Fiction

Fairy Tale

Myths and Legends

Ocean Exploration
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Routine:  

Monday Messages will go home most  ;) weeks.  Look for it; they will be jammed (  in the ‘papers-to-go home’ folder that is sent on Monday with any other papers that may need your attention.  Look for it!!! This folder needs to be signed and returned on TUESDAY.  
Portfolios:

All students will be putting together a portfolio.  In this portfolio we will track NEWA scores, fluency rates, lexile levels, and reading and writing goals.  Additionally, students will put all their finished writing and reading assignments here.  At the end of each trimester students will bring their evidence of learning home.  I will make copies of writing assignments to send home as they are completed to keep you privy on progress.
Word Study:

Students will have weekly personalized word study from a ‘no excuse’ list.

Each week they will test each other and tailor their list to the words they missed.  
Additionally, they will have enrichment words to increase their vocabulary.  
Students will study their words via identifying synonyms, antonyms, pictographs, charades, and writing thoughtful sentences.  This will be done in class.  Word study assessments are Friday.
They will lastly have trimester cumulative tests. 

Reading:  Our first genre is science fiction.  Students will be engaging in literature circles to help diversify and practice their reading strategies.  Book selections include:  The Giver, The Time Machine, War of the Worlds, and A Wrinkle in Time.  Students will also have weekly mini-lessons to reinforce strategies for increased comprehension.  The class will wrap up their genre reading by creating a scrapbook of learning, incorporating many elements of their novel. 
Writing:  During our science fiction unit, students will compare and contrast science fiction films and/or series, create a science fiction story incorporating dialogue, and analyze and summarize a science related article. 
Grammar/Conventions:  This unit will focus on dialogue, comma usage, and eliminating ruuuuuuun-oooooon sentences!  We will continually reinforce the editing process and the basics 
of proper grammar.

Now that I have shared the nitty-gritty with you, let us get on to the FUN STUFF!
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Each trimester we will focus on one community service learning opportunity.  To begin the year, students will participate in the Tails for Whales program.  See TAILSFORWHALES.Org for details.

And, we will continue our Friday Rotations of Breakfast Club, Reading Buddies, and Acting Antics.

During our sci-fi unit, students will fashion and describe an Adjective Alien, then dress up as their character for our Alien Day celebration, complete with Sci-Fi Space Food.  Also, our aliens will create their own Galactic Giggles (jokes, idioms…) and write Alien Alliteration, Lost in Space Limericks, and Planet Poems.
Whew!!!  I believe that is enough info to overload anyone!  (
Remember, any questions, comments, or concerns give an email or buzz.

Rlee@sau83.org     895.2511  x502

P.S.  The ‘Roo’ is back!!


[image: image2.jpg]



