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DIVE, DIVE, DIVE!  After April vacation, fifth and sixth grade students will be suiting-up with scuba gear for a plunge into the depths of the ocean.  Team teachers have collaboratively created a cool, cross-curricular (alliteration) end of the year theme unit.  This year’s focus is the OUTRAGEOUS OCEAN.  
Students will be immersed in learning via many differentiated activities.  Hands-on learning will include fantastic field trips to the Boston Aquarium, a whale watch, and Odiorne.  In addition, students will earn theme afternoons such as: Penguin Play, Shark Stuff, Whale World, and Beach Basics that will also incorporate varied content areas.  Imagine learning how whale blubber keeps these mammals warm, how whale filter krill, and how a penguin insulates her eggs!
Pulling the entire theme together, teachers are integrating various ocean topics into their learning activities.  
Art class is creating an ocean mural based on the art of Wyland.  
P.E. is integrating active movement games with an ocean theme: Capture the Lobster, Octopus Tag, and more.  
Social Studies is navigating the Nile water way (by answering questions about the area using maps) and sailing the Seven Seas (by researching and creating ancient ships to see which design was most efficient). 
Math is reinforcing fractions, percents, proportions, and ratios by incorporating the nutritional values of various fish.  EAT MORE FISH!! 
Science students are researching and creating fact sheets on an organism of their choice that lives in a coral reef ecosystem.  They are utilizing this information to complete a food web, energy pyramid, and more. 

Fifth grade Language Arts is reading Gordon Korman's ocean adventure books: the Dive & Island series.  

Sixth grade Language Arts students are writing informational research papers on whales. In addition, they are creating a Whale Alphabet Book and designing a whale wall mural. Students are also reading various short articles on whales and whaling.  The dialogue and debate on whaling continues.

Our Ocean unit will culminate with an Ocean Day.  Each class will have students exhibiting various ocean activities, sharing their knowledge with the lower grades.  

So, slap on some sunscreen and get ready for some outrageous ocean exploration.
 
