MRS. LEE’S 

SIXTH GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS 

WHALE/OCEAN UNIT


INFORMATIONAL TEXT
	
	GLE
	BENCHMARK
	

	
	
	
	

	READING FLUENCY AND ACCURACY
	
	
	Ocean

	Reads grade-level material
	R-6-11.1
	Accuracy
	x

	
	R-6-11.2
	Fluency
	x

	
	R-6-11.3
	Expression
	x

	
	
	
	

	WORD IDENTIFICATION
	
	
	Ocean

	Applies word identification
	R-6-1.1
	Identifies multi-syllabic words
	x

	
	
	
	

	VOCABULARY
	
	
	Ocean

	Identifies unfamiliar vocabulary
	R-6-2.1
	Uses varied strategies
	x

	Shows vocabulary knowledge
	R-6-3.1
	Identifies synonyms, antonyms, and homonyms
	x

	
	R-6-3.2
	Selects and explains words
	x

	
	
	
	

	INFORMATIONAL TEXT
	
	
	Ocean

	Understands informational text
	R-6-7.1a/b
	Obtains information from text
	X

	
	R-6-7.2
	Uses informational text to answer questions
	X

	
	R-6-7.3
	Organizes information to show understanding
	X

	
	R-6-7.4
	Generates questions to enhance understanding
	X

	
	R-6-7.5
	Identifies the characteristics of a variety of text
	X

	Interprets informational text
	R-6-8.1
	Connects information
	X

	
	R-6-8.2
	Synthesizes information
	X

	
	R-6-8.3
	Draws inferences
	X

	
	R-6-8.4
	Identifies fact from opinion
	X

	
	R-6-8.5
	Makes inferences about cause and effect
	X

	
	
	
	

	READING STRATEGIES
	
	
	Ocean

	Comprehension Strategies
	R-6-12.1
	Self monitors comprehension
	X

	
	R-6-13
	Uses comprehension strategies
	X

	
	
	
	

	BREADTH OF READING
	
	
	Ocean

	Habits of reading
	R-6-14.1
	Reads with frequency
	X

	
	R-6-14.2
	Reads a wide range of genre
	X

	
	R-6-14.3
	Reads for depth of understanding
	X

	Participates in a literary community
	R-6-17.1
	Self-selects reading material
	X

	
	R-6-17.2
	Participates in discussions
	X

	Researches using multiple sources
	R-6-15.1
	Identifies sources
	X

	
	R-6-15.2
	Evaluates information
	X

	
	R-6-15.3
	Organizes information
	X

	
	R-6-15.4
	Uses evidence to support conclusions
	X

	
	
	
	Ocean

	HABIT OF WRITING
	W-6.10
	Uses the writing process
	X

	Demonstrates habits of writing
	W-6-11.1
	Writes with frequency
	X

	
	W-6-11.2
	Shares thoughts
	X

	
	W-6-11.3
	Generates topics
	X

	
	W-6-11.4
	Writes in a variety of genres
	X

	STRUCTURES OF LANGUAGE
	
	
	

	Uses sentence structure
	W-6-1.1
	Uses varied sentence length
	X

	
	W-6-1.2
	Uses paragraph form
	X

	
	W-6-1.3
	Recognizes paragraph structures
	X

	
	W-6-1.4
	Applies formats
	X

	
	W-6-1.6
	Follows a format
	X

	
	
	
	

	WRITING LITERARY/INFORMATIONAL
	
	
	Ocean

	Shows understanding
	W-6-2.1
	Chooses correct resources to answer questions
	x

	
	W-6-2.2
	Summarizes key ideas
	x

	
	W-6-2.3
	Connects to prior knowledge
	x

	Makes analytical judgments
	W-6-3.1
	Maintains focus
	x

	
	W-6-3.2
	Makes inferences
	x

	
	W-6-3.3
	Supports focus with relevant details
	x

	
	W-6-3.4
	Organizes ideas
	x

	INFORMATIONAL WRITING
	
	
	Ocean

	Organizes ideas
	W-6-6.1
	Uses organizational text structure
	X

	
	W-6-6.2
	Selects appropriate information
	X

	Conveys purpose
	W-6-7.1
	Establishes topic
	X

	
	W-6-7.2
	Maintains focus
	X

	Uses elaboration strategies
	W-6-8.1
	Includes relevant details
	X

	
	W-6-8.2
	Includes sufficient details
	X

	
	W-6-8.3
	Addresses readers' concerns
	X

	
	
	
	

	WRITING CONVENTIONS
	
	
	Ocean

	Applies grammar
	W-6-9.1
	Corrects grammatical errors
	X

	
	W-6-9.2
	Applies basic capitalization
	X

	
	W-6-9.4
	Uses punctuation
	X

	
	W-6-9.5
	Spells grade-appropriate high-frequency words
	X

	
	
	
	

	INTERACTIVE LISTENING
	
	
	Ocean

	Demonstrates interactive listening
	OC-6-1.1
	Follows verbal directions
	X

	
	OC-6-1.2
	Summarizes
	X

	
	OC-6-1.4
	Participates in large/small group discussions
	X

	
	OC-6-1.5
	Works as a team
	X

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Ocean

	MAKING PRESENTATIONS
	OC-6-2.1
	Uses communication skills in varied settings
	X

	
	OC-6-2.2
	Uses verbal and nonverbal communication
	X

	
	OC-6-2.3
	Tells stories using details/elaborating
	X

	
	OC-6-2.4
	Responds to audience
	X

	
	OC-6-2.5
	Uses a variety of effective speaking strategies
	X





Understandings:

Reading:

· We use specific reading and comprehension strategies for reading informational text.

· There are various types of informational text.

· We read informational text everyday.

· We read for a specific purpose.

· We use a variety of sources for information when researching.

· When researching we must qualify the validity of sources.
Writing/Grammar:

· Authors write for a specific purpose.

· We use methodical step in writing a research paper.
· The writing process is used in writing a research paper.

· 6-Trait Writing is used in writing a research paper.

· Grammar rules apply in all genres of writing.
Oral Communications:
· Interactive listening is a skill that needs to be practiced.

· Oral presentations have specific skills that need to be practiced in order for presentations to be effective.

Vocabulary:

· An increased vocabulary (especially in the area of writing genre) will enrich writing.

Essential Questions:                          
Reading:

· What are some strategies for reading informational text?
· How can we use these strategies to improve comprehension?

· What is the purpose of an author’s writing?

· What are the guidelines for validating a source of information?

· What are some common pieces and types of informational text that we read in our everyday life?
Writing/Grammar:

· What are the methodical steps for writing an informational research paper?

· How can outlining help this process?

· Why and how are 6-Traits important in a writing piece?

· Why is it important that we use the writing process?

· How does proper grammar assist in making our writing piece more comprehendible?

Vocabulary:

· Why is vocabulary knowledge important to reading and writing?

· How can we incorporate our weekly vocabulary into our writing and communications?

Oral Communication:

· How can oral presentations have more PIZZAZ?

· How can they demonstrate active listening skills?
· What are the elements of a powerful presentation?

Student will know:

Reading:

· Different types of informational text
· Various purposes of informational text
· Strategies to improve comprehension of informational text
· Author’s purpose of various informational text
· Guidelines for validating sources of information
Writing/Grammar:

· Steps of the Writing Process
· Methodical steps for writing a research paper
· Outlining methods
· Grammar rules
Vocabulary:

· New vocabulary to better communicate in writing
· Weekly High Usage spelling words
Oral Communication:

· Active listening skills
· Strategies to make oral presentations more captivating
· Elements of an effective presentation
Students will do:

Reading:

· Demonstrate competency of comprehension and varied reading strategies of informational text via:
Reader’s Response, classroom dialogue on Ocean unit books, creating an Ocean Alphabet book, reading Ocean unit books to research for their paper.
Writing/Grammar:  

· Use the writing process.

· Write a research paper on Whales using the writing process, outlining, and validating sources. 
· Apply rules of grammar that include, but are not limited to:  commas, colons, semi-colons, hyphens, caps, and end punctuation.
· Incorporate newly learned vocabulary in their writing.

· Create a Whale Alphabet Book.

Vocabulary:

· Show evidence of increased spelling ability and vocabulary (WHALE WORDS) via sentences and weekly spelling assessments.
Oral Communication:

· Demonstrate effective oral communication skills by participating in Reader’s Theater, Reading Buddies, classroom dialogue, and presentations.
Formative learning activities:

Reading:  

· Targeted lessons on strategies for reading informational text

· Reader’s Response

· Classroom dialogue on whale articles, informational pieces, and stories

· Read information in order to create a Whale Alphabet Book

· Reading Buddies and Reader’s Theater

Writing/Grammar:

· Picture Prompts

· Targeted lessons on grammar

· Fix-the Sentence Activities

· Targeted lessons on writing informational text

· Create a Whale Alphabet Book

Vocabulary:

· Weekly vocabulary (WHALE WORDS) and spelling practice

Oral Communication:

· Reader’s Theater

· Reading Buddies

· Classroom dialogue

Summative Assessments: EVIDENCE OF STANDARD’S MASTERY

Reading:

· Summative Assessment:  Reader’s Response
· Summative Assessment:  Evidence of comprehension via accuracy of research paper.
Writing/Grammar: Research Paper
· Summative Assessment: Research Paper
Vocabulary Spelling: 

· Summative Assessment:  Spelling Assessments and vocabulary usage in writing.

Oral Communication:

· Summative Assessment:  Oral Presentation of Research Paper
Activities to incorporate TECHNOLOGY and ARTS:
Whale Poetry

Whale Mural

Whale Web quests

Whale Webcams

Whale/Ocean Reader’s Theater

Whale/Ocean related Recipes and cooking

Whale Activity Book

Penguin Day Activities

Shark Day Activities

Beach Day Activities

Ocean Day Culmination- Lower Grades
