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What you need for Language class every day:

· Something to write with (pencil/pen--black or blue ink only)
· Your Language Arts binder
· Your free read book
· A good attitude (this is really important)
· Assignment book
· Any assigned work--homework
What Language class will include:

· Daily Language Workouts

· Novel Studies which will include work on vocabulary, research and other writing assignments, comprehension, and various projects.

· Daily Sustained Silent Reading

· Writing Prompts

Grading:

· A standards based system will be used to measure how well your child is doing in relation to the Grade Level Expectations of the New Hampshire State Standards at the end of each unit.  In addition, students will receive traditional grades on each Trimester report card.
Homework

· Students will be assigned homework which will be posted on the board in the classroom as well as on the Ellis School Web Page (www.sau83.org) 

· Students will be given assignment books where they have the opportunity to write down their assignments.
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When homework is assigned, it is expected on the specified due date.  Students who do not complete their assignments may expect to be written up for non-compliance and it will be noted on their report card under the behavior matrix portion of the progress report/report card.
Make-Up Work

· Students are responsible for obtaining their make-up assignments on the day they return from an absence.
· Make-up work is to be completed according to the following schedule:
-1 day out ~ 1 day to make up the work

-2 days out ~ 2 days to make up the work, etc.
· If you are going to be absent for more than one day, it is in your best interest to go to the Ellis School Web Page (www.sau83.org)  to obtain those days assignments and to call a friend to double check that the information is correct.
· Parents should make arrangements to come to the school to get necessary books/materials from their child’s locker. 
· Students who do not complete their make-up work may expect to be written up for non-compliance and it will be noted on their report card under the behavior matrix portion of the progress report/report card.

Tests and Quizzes

· Students will be made aware of tests/quizzes ahead of time as well as the content which will be assessed.
Projects

· Projects will be assigned with each unit.  
· Projects are meant to demonstrate your learning and your best effort is expected on each assigned project.
Class Participation 
Students are expected to participate in the following ways: 

· Coming to class prepared (binders and appropriate writing utensils)
· Reading with a group or on their own
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Reading related library books which are available in the classroom library
· Working on projects which may include appropriate use of the classroom computers
· Journal writing 
· Responding to appropriate discussions related to an area of study
Daily Sustained Silent Reading
· According to many reading educators and researchers, one of the best ways to improve your reading skills is to be given time in school for Sustained Silent Reading (SSR).  
· Each day students come to class with a free read book of their choice.  They are then given 15-20 minutes to get comfortable and read.  
· Students will be given a chart to keep in their folder/binder to keep track of their reading.  It is very rewarding to see how much you have accomplished.
· SSR is to be used to read books only.  Your parent must approve your book choice.  It is up to your family to decide what is appropriate reading material for you.  

· Students may not “randomly” pull a book off the shelf of the classroom library and pass that off as their free read book.
· During this time, I will meet with students and we will come up with goals for their reading based on the GLE’s
Behavior

My behavior expectations for my classroom are the same as the school wide behavior expectations.

· Be Respectful

· Be Responsible

· Be Prepared

Other Posting:

Each unit will be posted on the school’s web page.
If you have any questions or concerns, please ask or have your parents e-mail me at the school.  

Thank You

Mrs. Pipitone

7th Grade Language Arts Teacher
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