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Language Arts:  Persuasive Essay

	
	4/Meets
	3/Approaching
	2/Below
	1/Significantly Below

	Introduction (lead or hook)
	An interesting introduction clearly states my goal and hooks the audience.
	The introduction states my goal, but may be somewhat weak.
	The introduction may be unclear.
	The introduction is missing.

	Focus/controlling idea on a topic
	The essay is focused on a topic and the purpose.

Facts and examples elaborate each reason—use of statistics.
	The essay is focused on a topic and the purpose. 

Facts and examples support my reasons, but I do not use statistics. 
	The essay may not be completely focused on a topic and the purpose.

Some reasons need more facts and examples.
	The paper may not be focused on a topic and the purpose.

Every reason needs more facts and examples.

	Writing with a sense of audience.
	My paper is written in a voice that is appropriate to my audience.
	I have used one or two words that are not appropriate for my audience.
	Some of my language is not right for my audience.
	I am shouting at my audience, or I just sound bored.

	Addressing readers’ concerns (counterarguments)
	I have anticipated and answered all major objections.
	I have anticipated and answered most major objections.
	I mention an objection, but I do not answer it.
	I haven’t mentioned any possible objections.

	Commenting on the significance of information—when appropriate
	Your opinion is clearly stated.  It propels the reader to support your position which is clearly stated.  Telling evidence, credible evidence, compelling arguments, facts and examples are clearly distinguished.  Your paper is convincing and tough to refute.
	You take a stand, but your opinion has to be inferred.  Facts and examples are not clearly supportive of your position.
	You take a stand but waffle back and forth.  Evidence is sketchy, irelative, or unconvincing.
	You do not take a stand.  You give little or no evidence.

	Conclusion
	The conclusion sums up the main ideas in a satisfying way.  The conclusion does not introduce new information.  It is well-grounded and restates the thesis statement.

	The conclusion may be weak.

It does not restate the thesis.  It introduces new information rather than summing up ideas.
	The conclusion may be abrupt or missing.
	The conclusion is missing.

	Transitional Words
	Sufficient transitional words are used.
Transitional words make your paper flow.
	Some transitional words are used and this makes your writing choppy.
	More transitional words are needed or are used in inappropriate places.
	No transitional words are used.

	Text Structure
	Uses the text structure appropriate for a 6 paragraph essay.
	Uses a 5 paragraph text structure for a persuasive essay.
	Uses a 4 paragraph text structure for a persuasive essay.
	Uses a text structure of 3 paragraphs or less for their persuasive essay. 


6+1 Traits of Writing:

Focus:  ORGANIZATION—see attached.
