	D. DiBurro , 8th Grade Language Arts
	 An Introduction to Plays and Shakespeare, and Romeo and Juliet (brief unit)

	Stage 1 - Desired Results

	Established Goals

	R83.1

Identifying word origins, including words from other languages that

have been adopted into our language.
R84.2

Paraphrasing or summarizing key ideas/plot, with major events

sequenced, as appropriate to text.

R85.3

Making inferences about cause/effect, internal conflicts or external

conflicts, or the relationship among elements within text.

R85.5

Explaining how the author’s message or theme (which may include

universal themes) is supported within the text.

Also - Oral Language Goals

	Understandings
	Essential Questions

	The cultural literacy of famous authors / famous works.

	 
· How has Shakespeare influenced the language of today?


	Students will know…
	Students will be able to…

	· The elements that make a play different from a story
· A basic understanding of who William Shakespeare is

· The plot of Romeo & Juliet, including major characters, setting, conflicts

· The plot of one other Shakespearian play, including major characters, setting, conflicts (ie. Macbeth, Hamlet, Julius Ceasar)


	· Map out the characters and show their relationships (family, love interest, arch enemy, etc)
· Discuss the characters motivations, actions, and how they lead to the tragic ending

· Students will be able to use a Venn diagram to show the similarities and differences between two of his plays



	Stage 2 - Assessment

	Performance Tasks
	Other Evidence

	· Daily reading of the plays
· Daily discussion of motivations, actions, and consequences
	· Character Map
· Venn Diagram

	Stage 3 - Learning Plan

	-Watch BrainPop mini-movies (1. What is drama, 2.  Who was Shakespeare)
-Examine Romeo & Juliet (middle school adaptation) for elements of drama

-Daily Reading discussion of Romeo & Juliet and one other play (student choice)




