	Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse
	

	Stage 1 - Desired Results

	Established Goals

	R-7-2.1  Students identify the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary by using common roots or word origins to unlock meaning.
R-7-3.2  Selecting appropriate words or explaining the use of words in context, including content specific vocabulary, words with multiple meanings, or precise vocabulary.

R-7-4.1  Identifying rising action, climax, or falling action.

R-7-4.2  Paraphrasing or summarizing key ideas/plot, with major events sequenced, as appropriate to text.

R-7-5.1  Explaining or supporting logical predictions.

R-7-5.2  Describing characters’ traits, motivation, or interactions, citing thoughts, words, or actions that reveal characters’ traits, motivations, or their changes over time.

R-7-5.3  Making inferences about cause/effect, internal conflicts (e.g., person versus self).

R-7-5.5  Explaining how the author’s message or theme is supported within the text.

W-7-1.1  Using varied sentence length and structure to enhance meaning (e.g. including phrases and clauses).

W-7-1.2  Using the paragraph form:  indenting, main idea, supporting details.

W-7-1.3  Recognizing organizational structures within texts (e.g. problem/solution).

W-7-1.4  Applying a format and text structure appropriate to the purpose of the writing.

W-7-2.3  Connecting what has been read (plot/ideas/concepts) to broader world of ideas, by referring to and explaining relevant ideas.

W-7-3.3  Using specific details and references to text or relevant citations to support focus or judgment.

W-7-7.3  Writing with a sense of audience , when appropriate.

W-7-8.2  Including facts and details relevant to focus/controlling idea, and excluding extraneous information.

W-7-8.3  Including sufficient details or facts for appropriate depth of information:  naming, describing, explaining, comparing, use of visual images.
W-7-9.1  Applying rules of standard English usage to correct grammatical errors Clear pronoun referent, consistency of verb tense, irregular forms of verbs and nouns.

W-7-9.2  Applying basic capitalization rules

W-7-9.4  Applying appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning EXAMPLES:  colons, semicolons.

W-7-9.5  Correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high frequency words, and applying conventional spelling patterns/rules.

	Understandings
	Essential Questions

	-How does the historical context/setting of a novel impact an author’s perspective or style of writing?

Students will understand that:
-the Dust Bowl Era was a part of the history of the United States

-that there is an association between the Dust Bowl and the Great Depression

-poetry is a kind of genre

-we can make connections to literature (text to self)


	How do the literary elements used by an author add depth of meaning to their literature?

How does prose differ from poetry as literature?

What did Dust Bowl Poetry reveal about the lifestyle and events of that era?

What type of music was writte during the Dust Bowl Era?

What can videos reveal about the causes of the Dust Bowl and Great Depression?

What are some successful note taking strategies?

Overarching Essential Questions:

1. What makes a great story?

2. Why write?

3. Why do we punctuate?

6 Facets of Undersanding
Explanation:  

1. Describe what life was like during the Dust Bowl.

2. Could the Great Depression be avoided.

Application:

1. How would you have solved the issue of the Great Depression?

Perspective:

1.  What were the limits of the president?

2. Compare city life and country life during the Great Depression.

Self-Knowledge:

1. How would you have coped with living in the Great Depression?

Empathy:

1. How would you feel if you were Billie-Jo?

Interpretation:

1. How is Billie-Jo like her apple trees?



	Students will know… (FACTS)
	Students will be able to…  (PROCESS)

	 
-that free verse is a type of poetry which is not written in any special form and does not require rhyme or rhythm

-it is important to use context clues when determining the meaning of words

-characteristics of Dust Bowl and dates

-the important features of the front page of a newspaper

-identify and explain events leading up to the Great Depression

-identify causes/effects of the Dust Bowl

-label Dust Bowl states on a map and interpret information on the map

-select and define vocabulary words from text (using context clues)


	-analyze Dust Bowl Era poetry

-listen to and analyze Dust Bowl Era/Great Depressin songs

-review and take notes on Great Depression Video from United Streamin and the movie, ”Grapes of Wrath”
-analyze and make inferences from videos

-watch a video and take selected notes

-develop stories behind pictures of people and scenes from Dust Bowl Era

-read, analyze and discuss assigned section of novel in small groups

-create group poster including images and quotes from novel

-compose free verse poem expressing 1st person pov, literary elements & themes found in novel

-work cooperatively in literature circles

-create a front page newspaper with topics related to the Dust Bowl/Great Depression

-create 3-D imagery from a scene in the book



	Stage 2 - Assessment

	Performance Tasks
	Other Evidence

	-Apple Recipes (Apple sauce, apple dumplings, apple crisp)

-Projects:  “Depression Details” (see attached)

-Creating a Newspaper

-The 3-D Effect (Imagery) (see attached)

-Wind Erosion activity (see attached)

-Acting out a scene of the book

-Research Activity (see attached for topics and methods of presentation)

-Memories from the Dust Game


	-Vocabulary Activities (Matching Game, Pass-Along Story, Vocabulary Baseball, Puzzles, Vocabulary Charades, Word Shift, and Compact Vocabulary
-Creative Problem Solving
-Reading Response Journals
-Locate and label places and geographic features on a map of Oklahoma
-Create a poster (see attached—Posters with Pizzazz!)

-Character Cube (see attached)

-Writing in free verse



	Stage 3 - Learning Plan

	1. Pre-reading activities
2. Assign literature groups

3. Divide the book into 3 sections

4. Pass out section #1 with assigned activities and set due dates.

5. Pass out section #2 with assigned activities and set due dates.

6. Pass out section #3 with assigned activities and set due dates.

7. Pass out section #4 with assigned activities and set due dates.

8. Pass out section #5 with assigned activities and set due dates.

9. Assign research projects, book reports, and “A New Twist” (Culminating Activities)

10.  Administer Unit Test

*Continually meet with the small groups and keep “running records.”

*A list of related reading materials will be provided in the classroom library.




