	Persuasive Writing
	

	Stage 1 - Desired Results

	Established Goals

	INFORMATIONAL WRITING (REPORTS, PROCEDURES, OR PERSUASIVE WRITING):  ORGANIZING AND CONVEYING INFORMATION
· Using an organizational text structure appropriate to focus/controlling idea

· Selecting appropriate information to set the context, which may include a lead/hook

· Using transition words or phrases appropriate to organizing text structure

· Writing a conclusion that provides closure

· Stating and maintaining a focus/controlling idea on a topic

· Writing with a sense of audience, when appropriate

· Including facts and details relevant to focus/controlling idea, and excluding extraneous information

· Including sufficient details or facts for appropriate depth of information:  naming, describing, explaining, comparing, use of visual images

· Addressing readers’ concerns (including counterarguments—in persuasive writing; addressing potential problems—in procedures; providing context—in reports)

· Commenting on the significance of information, when appropriate


	Understandings
	Essential Questions

	Structure evidence in an essay is important to the clear and logical writing of a persuasive essay in order to be able to convince the reader of the student’s point of view.
	How can persuasive writing affect the reader?
How does persuasive writing differ from other types of writing?

What is the art of persuasion?

How do you convince another person of legitimacy of your point of view?

	Students will know… (FACTS)
	Students will be able to…  (PROCESS)

	 
· The five steps of the writing process (pre-writing, drafting, revising, proofreading, and publishing).
· Students will understand what is done in each step of the writing process.

· Students will learn to hook their reader by asking a question in the introduction

· Students will give three convincing reasons elaborated with facts and examples.  

· Students will write topic sentences and supporting details.

· Students will learn to order their reasons so that they make sense.

· Students will anticipate and answer all major objections.

· Students will write in a voice appropriate to their audience.
· Students will have very few errors in capitalization, omissions, punctuation, and spelling.

· Students will write a conclusion that sums up their main reasons, restates their goal, calls their audience to action, and offers at least one suggestion.

· Students’ essays will consist of six well-developed paragraphs.


	· Students will analyze several editorials from the newspaper.
· Students will analyze several student written editorials.

· Students will come up with a sentence to help them remember the writing process (People Do Read Papers Professionally)

· Students will choose a topic for their own editorial.

· Students will go through each step of the writing process:

Pre-writing—fill out a graphic organizer

Drafting-make a working copy

Revising-hold a writing conference with a peer

Proofreading-check for C.O.P.S.

Publishing-make a final copy

· Students will be given quizzes on the writing process often and in different formats.

· Students will use transitional words throughout their writing.


	Stage 2 - Assessment

	Performance Tasks
	Other Evidence

	· Use of graphic organizer
· Write a draft

· Use of proofreader marks

· Hold a peer conference

· Organize arguments

· Write an introduction that hooks the reader with a question

· Write a conclusion that restates their goal, restates their three reasons, and call their audience to ACTION

· Write with a positive voice


	· Quizzes on the Writing Process (in multiple formats)
· Published Editorials



	Stage 3 – Learning Plan

	1. Students will collect editorials from the newspaper/magazines.
2. Students will look for the 4 main parts of an editorial (an opinion, reasons for the opinion, facts to support the opinion, and suggestions for dealing with the topic).

3. Teacher will talk about something which they feel strong about.  Then, students will share things that  “irk” them.
4. Students will chose three things from their list which “irks” them and write more about them.

5. Next, we will look at more editorials and define the parts (Main Part= Author’s Opinion  Other Parts:  Title, Author, Opinion, and Reason)  Students will look at sample editorials and identify its parts.

6. Students will look at how editorials are written:  Positive, Negative, or Neutral.

7. We will discuss more editorial parts—many editorials supply facts on the issue at hand as well as suggestions.

8. Students will form T-charts on their chosen topics.  On one side of the T-chart students will list the elements of an editorial (opinion, reasons, facts, and suggestions).  On the other side of the T-chart students will write the information that coincides with each element.

9. Students are now ready to read the sample Persuasive Essay from their English book on pg. 439

10. Students will continue the writing process (Brainstorming).  In addition to their T-chart, they should add some research to their facts and examples.  Evaluate their reasons.  Use persuasive Strategies.  Organize their argument (from least important to most important or from most important to least important).

11.  Students will draft their essays.  We will look at good introductions and conclusions on pg. 446-447 of the English book.  We will look at writing with voice—informal language vs. formal language and negative voice vs. positive voice  pg. 448.
12.  Students will then work on the Revising Stage of the writing process by holding a writing conference (pg. 450).  We will look at revising stragegies—word choice, details, and sentence fluency.

13.  Students will work on the Proofreading step where they will use a checklist found on page. 452 as well as proofreader marks.

14. Finally, students will Publish their drafts paying careful attention to the rubric that was handed out.




